WE iWE 50 fumtnrtnl’l:l}' lmd
travel so speedily that we sel-
‘dom pause 1o reallze Iy -,Iﬂsﬂ LT
limes are Lo thg vears of t!le raw
& f[ oflier.

‘& remindesof The .Iﬂtl'il;ll't im:ﬁdlv
I.'lll? transition from the days when
many people walked to work and
manpal labor was in flower eemes
{rom Earle E-Emerson of Gofifate
In a 150-page .autubiuiraph}i' wtled

““Playing My Part.”
‘. Emerson's “part” - was ﬂ:.at of 439
“paps as public school tea
sadministrator, jncluding |
Swith-state boards and ¢o

His lite work képt him In.di
Avommon folk right where.t lived
“mnd also required contactiwith those

“higher up. He recalls_his dssocia-

tions with bitH, and menfio 'tacﬂ-rea._

“of those he met along the Way..
=+ His accounts of a day-to-day e:u:pe—
riences deserl Jhe 1ife of a farm
I:m!.f i County Line community of
¢ frkandis who grew up to be
e i!.!ell-knum Oklahama

or-heswas just a lad, a visitor
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Out of Raw Fronﬁers

o Emerson’s school Introduced the
newly-invented game of hasketball,
He recalls his family's first tele-
phone. He helped hiz father clear
“new ground” to plani crops, a work
experience that may have helped to
movitate him Lo acquire an educa-
tion and seek anciher career,
Emerson married his boyhood
gweetheart and they became Okla-
homa teachers, completing their

college educatlon at FEast Central .

Mormal College, Ada, between rural
sehool tedins, as did many others.
Emerson's success story is not a
“raga-to-riches” varn, because like
other teachers of his time, he man-
aged to avoid accumulating a for-
tune. During the Great Depression
of the 1930s, banks discounted most
lﬂacher& ‘Warrants” on pay checks

,‘iﬁb 25 percent. L
Emerson's firsi- hlg jtlﬂ enme:--

when he was hired as superintend-
ent of the Cromwell schools in ﬂmnl.q
nele county in 1928 when that
ripreaving il boom town wias earn-
ing its nickname of "Cromwell the

Wicked.” He was puld 53,500 & Yoar  pymregs-the-ane hehind us?

Aan lnr‘f‘eﬁw nf E‘lﬂﬂ' -u'uer his p]r-eﬂ.rl-
ous job, and he was furnished a 3-
room o ge besides!

Afler32 vears at Cromwell, ﬂ;ner-
son moved 1o Coalgate as superin-
tendemt at 34,800 a year. That was
in 185 Some metropolitan school
superintendents now are paid|that
much per month.

Oher” galaries and wages have in-»
creased imflarly. During the 1930s,
a 10-rooht elementary school Build-

ing postrueted at Cromwell,
using , borca little more :
than £24,000. e i
« 7 waselpbaRri L v
When Emerson retired in 1964 af-

ter yeakeCet superintendent of Coal-
gate schools,

15,000 P, with parallel advance
T mEdE education, standards of liv- -
ing, ml‘wr apportunities, Ia.m’.!
i‘ b v ¥ |
WTIJ Presemt- rjay 1J'+:|un,£:an'.1.=.1.u.L wits
ness comparable progress in 'Has-h
lifetimes? Is the wew [ronler as

-

his career had -
Ispanned_eghe age from 18 mg L



