Ferdle J. Deering

Free Competition Nurtures Lfberty

ENTEHPRISE SQUARE, 17SA, 1o
be built on the campus of Okla-
homa Chrigtian College, Oklahoma
City, has significance far beyond
the comstruction of another school
building or tourist attraction.

The United States of Amoeriea bo-
came a t nation because our
form of ga¥ernment permitied free
competifiof among its citizens. Tt
allowed them to develop and market
new products and services,

“The greatest stremngth of the
American-economic system may be
that it is hot based om a system at
all," said Willlam F. Martin, chair-
man, Phillips Petréleum Co., Bar-
tlegville, a leader in the. prnjeft Tt
was not devised by palitical theor-
ists and economic planners. Rather,
it has evolved naturally as a part of
human nature,

“It iz bazed on people’'s universal
desire for freedom,”” Martin
explained, *freedom to utilize
resources, to innovaie, o0 create a

product or a service, ag well as the
" freedom to choose whether or not to
; purchase a product or service,"
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These [reedoms are =0 natueal
that our free enterprise system is
being taken for granted. [t is endan-
gered by indifference,

The dmportance of public uader-
standing of free enterprise is great,
from . both producers’ and con-
sumers’ points of view, bul informa-
tlon reaching the public is not al-
Ways in true perspective,

Anti-business sealiment exists
and various sorts of planned econn-
mies are being advocated, but &
greater danger to free enterprise
may be that, hecause of lack of
understanding, the public may per-
miit this fundamenial ireedom to he
displaced or destroyed,

As described in recent pews sto-
ries, ENTERPRISE SQUARE, UsA
will be a 60,000-sgquare-foot, $15 mil-
lion edifice dedicaied 1o pr-f--ﬁ-na-
thon af our economic freedoms. Tt
will use a variety of techniguds. to
inform, enteriain and :nspir{- =vigi-
1Ors.

“Our goal is for people to ur._a]..:.-r-."

stand our system of free entorprise
s0 they may become mors eifective-
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in influencing E'L'IJJ'SIGITHL deciglons
thal affect their owggives and those
of others,” said. J. Terry Jphn-
son, president of e,

In addivien TERPRISE
SQUARE, USA will honor herods of
American business,

In numerous instances, their pon-
tributions to the'progress and davel-
opment of our ¢dantry have equaled
or surpassed thoge of con tempordary
mijitary or political heroes,

v has been said that the business
of government i3 the redistribution
of westth, That may or may not he ]
true, but it i8 certain that unless
Americans recognize the t-ou'rceE of

our wealth and protect our eppoltu-
nities to develop it, oor wealth will
dwindle. -

The role of ENTERPRISE
S-QUARE USA In helping Ameri-
CcAnS ig El.t'-hmf;!-re betier undersiand-
ing and apprﬂelaunn of o e nn{lnp
io freedom will give It statwre Fap
greater than that of an ordindry
sight-seeing spectacle.

Without economic freedem, liber-
TR cannot exist!
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