Ferdie J. Deering

Famine Plot - Can It Happen Here?

HE UNITED STATES has long
served @& a sort of food store
for the world. What wouid happen if
the store ran out of food?
sohn Freivalds, vied president of
a Minneapolis grain firm, specu-
latis m_ihal_[ﬁghteniug passibility
as the theme of hig new book, “The
Famine Ploi™ (Stein & Day, N.Y.,
§E.95), Tt is fiction, related to actual
events of the past, present and, per-
haps, [uture.
“The Famine Plot™ is more than
-ordinary crop failure. In a drive to
controd the world's food supplies, a
foreign counlry introduces a grain
virus that wipes-oul. American
wheat, COrR. rice and soybeans.
. The time is 1980, when Russia is
- host to the Olympics and the United
~Blates is stroggling to deliver grain
eommitied uwnder agreements. To
cover up, politicians iry to bay
grain [rom other counirles, resori-
ing to an “agricultural armada”™ 1o
grow food in South America,
The fictional president was elect-
ed on promises to gel the bureauc-
racy out of pegple's lives, but he was

seeking re-election by hp,ﬂﬁng the.

government play a larget role in
solving problems,

This novel is unusual in that it has
a solld agricultural background,
with the wrlier showing extensive
knowledge of the system. The
thread of romance has a heroine
employed by the Department of Ag-
riculture who wrote her doctor's de-

had been deliberaiely introduced,
an official told his staff not (o men-
tion it 1o the pregg Because “¢om-
modity markeis: c?uld go wild.T Ha ¥
said “commadfy rkets have be-
come the p of §hE country.” )
Bersu:se
wheat and cattle

tioned a number of Emes. The chair-
man of the g of staff is the .

gree thesis on “The Diffusion P‘ay E of an Oklalpma rancher. Ag ac -'1‘
fvtﬁt ]

terns of Corn Blight in the America
Midwest.”

Because of the grain shurt&ge,
food riols break out, first in other
countries and then in fhe United
States. The president orders a food
ratloning plan, calling it “end use
allocation,™

Black markets and high prices
follow, with steaks going to 521 each
in restaurants and gasoline 53.50 a
gallon. Consumer activists advocate
hoarding, garbage men repart lght-
er loads and city people drive into
the country at night looking for
food,

When infrared satellite photos in-
dicated that the crop-killing virus

Erouge 1 a communist
“is doing our work in Ameﬂcﬂ
based at Tulsa, where money r'-:l-lls i
in from uaninformed or mlsglitdé‘d
contributors.s 4
“Our food ﬁlan{_e i% as preb&rl- 1
ous as our relations with I:'E-I[la.il'l. g
other countries in the world commus=
nity,” writes Frelvalds in his brief
introduction. Obvicusly, he fears
ihat what he has described as fie-
tion could actually happen. | ~-

Ferhaps it could, but let's hope -
h

.

that it doesn't. Fdod has often led to_
wars, revolutions and dictatorshipa
in the past. If truth it #franger than
Hetion, it also could be far morg dis-
astrous, . . f



