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Cooperation With Mexico Vifdl No

ITHIN a few days, nearly 100

Okiabomans will go to Gua-
dalajara, Mexico, to attend a work-
ghop at the University of Guadala-
jara which could have considerable
signilicance for both countries.

The workshop includes members
of the Nartlonal Association of Part-
ners of the Americas and the Mexi-
can equivalent, Fondo Nacional

.- Para Actividades Sociales (FONA-
. PAS8), which are working to impeove
s+ education and appoctunities for
" young people. Nearly 40 percent of
. Mexico's population is under 18
il years old. i

* The neighborly cooperation ha‘jq‘_
. become more important since it ha

“ peen determined that Mexico has ™
‘wast oil reserves.

Over the years, the United States
has poured foreign aid into Africa,
Asia and islands of the seas, while
doing little to help Mexico, other
than to admit some hungry workers
to find jobs. Y

Suddenly, Mexico has assumed pos
iliical siature in Washington, while
industrial and business tycoOns are
taking notice. President Carter is to

‘communism
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visit Mexico in February to improve
friendship.

United States officials hope to buy
@il from Mexico and the oll money is
expected to turn Mexicodnto a vast
market for essentials and loxuries
of modern lhving. - '

Jim Billington of Altus, Oklahoma
Wheat Growers Assoclation presi-
dent, says Mexico looks like a prom-
ising market for Oklahoma wheat,
because of location and lower ship-
ping costs than to other markets.

Unfortunately, the United States

does not seem to be in a real strong

position, due 1o our past neglect of
Mexico. President Lopez Portillo
has announced plans to limit oil ex-
ports so that these resources will
celerate inflation further.
several weeks ago, Larty A,

Willeox, Dolores Kerns, Jack Stew-

art and Llovd Rader of Oklahoma

City were members of a team which?

participated in a Partners of Ameri-
cas-FOMNAPAS workshop in Puebla,

wexico. Later, two representatives

from Hermosilla visited Oklahoma.

“plthoughameniion was made of
i i the workshop), it
keemed app rirEtT ihat the purpose
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L]

— —

fot

‘ benefit performances, Rural yo

. was grgani

of this organization was to ass {:‘

being. spread through Mexico.
commiunistic countries.”

Jose Lopez Portilla, wife.of the pres
ident of Mexico. Stale units &
headed by wives of governors, g~ *
sach Mexican state has beenf e
signed to work with counterpartdels !
egates from the United States. Ty
Mexican statesaf Puebla was
signed to work with Oklahoma
reseniatives. --.-r

FONAPAS is partially [inancedd
the Mexican sovérnment, but mo
also is raised through donations

clubs carry on work similar to 4-
clubg in this country. ’

When Pariners. of the Amerigs
cganiged in 1965, Mexico
little o u-ft'dr besides manpower

ing and groundwork lajdby ¢
volunteers may prove td be 0
pectedly valuable in imprgying p
litical and business relamionshing




