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Book Buying Booms to $5.5 Billion

BILITY to read is basic to edy.
cation and to life. A prominent
educator sald recently “If a young-

ster doasn't learn to read well, he

probably won't be doing very well in
other subjects either.”

" A teacher who lalls to help his or
‘her pupils learn to enjoy reading
has failed. The failure is compound-
ed if voung readers aren’i alsa
motivated to chosse literalure over
pornography and information over
misinformation. Such choices may
not be easy Lo make,

The volume of reading material
available is stagpering o contem-
plate. When television, radio, tele-
phones, computers and recorders
are added as sources of infor mation,
a timid soul might be tempted to
throw up his hands in exasperation
and frustration,

It has been sald that threo-fourihs
of all information available to man-
kind has been developed in the last
quarter-century, and the total
amount is doubling every decade,

There are more than 1,100 book
pubtdishers in the United States who
turn out mearly 50,000 book titles
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annually, almost 1,000 a wesl,

Mobody can read that many, of
course, bult & magazine article re-
ports that Amerleans spent about
§5.5 billien on hooks this year, 72
percent. more than was spent in
1972. Part of that gain was due to
inflation, but it also shows a iremen-
dous gain in books sold.

Before radio and TV, ma ny homes
cofitained libraries — rooms whose
walls were lined ‘with shelves con.

taining' books accumulated by the.
families, sometimes for several gen. '

eralions.

The families depoddi
papers for informd] y
still do). For diversiog®se entertain-
ment, they picked ,'%b' A Saturday
Evening Post at the Corner drug or
bought a Collier's from a neighhor
boy trying 1o.earn a bievele.

Times and home® -have changed
considerably in thefast food, multi-
ple car, electronic age. Not many
have libraries now.

“Information on demand™ com pha-
nies thal compile data on many sub-
lects — medicine, law, government,
prodlucts, ele. — are increasing in
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number and growing in size. They
maintain libraries on tape and
microfilm, letting computers do phe
research, instead of humans.

This might be the only solution to
paperwork that has government
agencies, businesses, industries gnd
many individuals snowed under,

Technology is available to extdnd
similar services to homes and |tie
them into computers that alse dan
help with 1he shopping and transfer
funds electronically to pay bills. 4

Selected books, including the
Bible, speeches and digests of infpr-

-mation are-available on tapes from .

commercial sources. One busy b
nessman plays such tapes as
drives to and from his office. |

cram more information inte
heads in a short space of time,
they won't displace books.
Daniel J. Boorstin points out
books use no external ENEergy Sounc-
#s, have fewest possible movi Iy
parts, require a minimal unke
are wsable in any climate at a
hour. should never become obdale
and they ought to last indefinitely.




