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History Warns of Eéadership Abu‘se

HLM'{DMA’JS Etﬂ! are stunned

and perplexed gver the mis-
puided religlons cult that ended
with mass suicide in Guyana.

Reports indicate that the leader,
the Rev. Jim Jones, was a person-
able individual who for vears used
his charisma for the bencfit of his
fellow men.

Then his Jeadership took a selfish
i turn beyvond ‘comprehension. It ap-
pears he notl Baly became a vietim
of his own porsonal power and love
for money, but that he also began
using drugs heavily, no doubt fur-
ther distorting his ability to reason

Even go, hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands, of people remained loval to
him in the face of irrational ahuse,
Arragance,
iom, and conflscation of propérty

What causes people to follow obvi-
ously misguided or sellish leader-
ship to personal disasters?

One pmumhle explanation may be
that vist numbers of people have
feglinggagb-insecurity and want to
imprave their spiritual or material
circumstiances. They are seeking a
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privation, losd of free.’
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pmmmmp; leader.”
When competant I.earlprshlp is
provided by persons of high integri-

ty and ]nﬂ}' ideals, the pu-nple henu—
fit and progress résults. g )

If such leadership is lacking, peo-

‘ple may go after strong but selfish
. individuals who make extravagant

promises they do not expect to keep.
Such promises wsually relate to ao-
tual needs and the leaders may
espouse worthy causes, but without
money, thelr promises are worthless
amd results sult thelr own aims,
History is filled with examples of

such leadership, Perhaps none sults

the casze maore precisely than Adolt
Hitler, who headed a small band of
Mazi dissenlers to take over Germa-
ny and start a war.
" Misguided or selfish léadership
may arfze"in'any field of human en-
deavor — politics, religion, law, sci-
ence, oducation, pusiness or indus.
try, labor, health and social or wel-
tare disciplines.

Americans properly mourn the
fate of 912 people who died inm the
Guyana tragedy. Our greater and

“diestroy our nation. |
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possibility that a power-mad char-
ismatic individual might! wi
to the White House and cri

We have had presidents who dig
not serve their eountry |wel
others whose administrati
corrupt. This can happen. |
Washington recently repart
“fashionable drugs” havé

politicians and diploma s,
long time Washington has po
more liquor per capita tha
ather city.

50 much power ‘has begomé cen-
tralized jn Washington that it |could
be extremely difficult 1o depode key
people who might become addieted
to drugs, alcohol or excessive pmbi-
tion for power.

A junta of such persons in high
offices, backed by & majority pf the
bureavcracy, could lead this [coun-
iry to loss of freedom and |what
might be described as “national
suicide.”




