Ferdie J. Deering

Income Tax Repeal Long Overdue

NE of the most unfair actions
ever faken by the Legislature
was that which compaels Oklaho-

| mans to pay state income taxes on

money paid to the federal govern-
ment as incoms raxes.

This "lax on taxes” not only is
unfair, but it also was unnecessary.
It is a relic of the David Hall “Fat
Cat” delusion. Gov. David Boren
succeeded in getiing a small part of
the tax removed but the Legislature
balked. Can George Nigh do any bet-
1er?

Speaker of the House Dan Draper
Jr., D-Stillwater, took a decidedly
anti-taxpaver sia when he de-
clared he Is agains i
15, uah, as r_-hm.rman uf
the commities on revenue and taxa-
tion, traditisnal “graveyard™ of tax-
cutting bills.

Gov-elest Nigh's campaign prom-
tse to push for restorarion of federal
income tax credit probably won
many votes for him. It remains to be
seen whether the incoming governor
can muster the courage, determina-
tion, political power and influence
necessary to overcome the inordi-
natgpower that rests with a few leg-
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islators.

The Legislative Council has duti-
fully produced estimates to show
that the Legislature would “lose™
$150 million by lowering the state
incomi tax this way. Taxpayers
probably would say it's a “Gain!™

There is no certainty that such a
loss would occur. The siate is grow-
ing in population, with full empioy-
ment al high wages, and there will
be more workers to share the tax
load in coming years.

The lawmakers wouldn't be with-
out funds if the waflair tax is
removed. Estimates indicate that
ihe Legislature has in slght 31445
million in "new monev,” and the
state Equalization Board has certi-
fied & record-brezking billion dol-
lars in available funds.

The maore money a legislative
body has available, can collect or
borrow, the more likely it is to ex-
pand into areas beyond legitimate
functions of government. Congress
has demonsirated this repeatedly,
and our. Legislature obvicusly is
trying to emulate the big spenders
in Washingion.

Oklahoma has a conslitufional
provision that keeps state 'spehding
within income to maintain a |“bal-
anced budget,” but that has no{ kept
spending and taxing from. zoiug up
year after year,

A study published in ..Tul:.r l:ur Time
magazine showed that state and lo-
cal taxes collected in Oklahoma in-
creased 121 percent between| 1968
and 1576, Taxpayers do not eNpect
to return to previous levels, but they
have a right to demand removal af
unfzir taxation.

Governments and Legislatures
may become greedy and jealows of
money power as individual mpney-
grubbers often do, except that state
money belongs to someone else —
the taxpavers.

Tax collecting agencies reflect at-
titudes that prevail in the bpdies
which impose the taxes and spend
the money. If that attiiude is
oppressive, collection bureaus| may
become so, oo,

When government becomes too
prosperous, temptations 1w ome
wasteful, arrogauot, dishonest or dic-
tatorial may increase,



