Ferdie J: Deering

Farmers Ready to Beef Up Chnstma

DR SEVERAL yerrs, the Okla-

homa Cattlemen’s Association,
the Oklahoma Farmers Uninn, and
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau have
been promoting use of “MEAT-
CHEEKS" as Christmas gifts, with
econgiderable success. )

Now, we read that the delicious
idea of giving beel has become
international. Japanese travelers
are taking home steaks as souvenirs
of their vigits to the United States,

Japanese touristy cap't very well
take home pens, walches, radios,
pocket calculators or TVWs as pre-
sents for their families, friends or
- employees. Many of those on the
-ocounters were "Made in Japan.™

But beef is something else. Japa-
nese like beef, along with their fish
and poultry, bul they can't buy
much of it.

Im 1976, beef consumption in Ja-
pan was reported to be 5.72 pounds
per capita, up from only 3,08 pounds
in 1965, This compares with an esti-
mated 118 pounds per person in the
United States for this year, which is
a big drop from 130 pounds we ate
inld
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Twa ¥ears ago, aemrdjng Lo
reports, Japanera, a New York sub-
gldiary of a Japanese airline cater-
ing firm, offered souvenir packages

‘of eight S-ounce sirlein steaks,
packed In dey ice, to travelers head-

ed for Japan.

Ld
The gifts have proved to be so

popular that Japanera Is now ship-
ping 5,000 pounds of beef a month,
and gainlng rapidly. As personal
gifts, they are exempt from import
guotas, but this could change. Gov-
ernments often do things like thar.

Beef cattle are Oklahoma's larg-
est agricultural commodity, and
government actions have exiensgive
effects on whether cattlemen lose
money, merely survive or prosper.
They rarely prosper very long.

Market restrictions imposed by
governments in various parts of the
world hold down export sales. De-
mand may exceed supplies, but offi-
cials have power to determine what
people shall eat,

United States Policy is to hold

iown prices by increasing meat im-.

ports whenever market prices tend

to rise toward profitable Ieveis. The
president has authority to do th's by
applying a formula. ]

The Tokyo round of trade neggtia-
tions will de dlmsstqns
Amiefican ca hefie will liper-
alize trade in b-eer around the w
They can't see any good reasan why
everybody should not be El.l]ml.re
eat as much meat as he or sh
and canafford.

Meat is a staple in the diet|of
Americans, and we fortu uatel;.r d
have to worry aboit 'Ellp]]liﬁ as pur-
chasesor gifts. J

MEAT-CHEKS are ape-:jally de-
signed checlks issued by the Okldho-
ma HRelail Grocers Assodiation,
They are redeemabie through bank
channels alter being dsed as
certificates to buy beef, pork, 1
or pnultr;. at almest any sugermar-

ket,
cj:'h'f'
As the poet, Robert Burns,
wrole: “We hae meat, and we ¢an

2at, and zae the Lord be thankig!"

Oklahoma-prodeced meat wouid
make handsome gifis to give of to
receiuethisl:hrislmasir 3




