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Thanksgiving Real for True Believers

M AMERICAN history, Thanksglv-
ing Day originated in the Mass.
achusetts Bay Colony when MNew
England settlers gave thanks for
survival in their stroggle for free-
dom to worship God without politi-
cal control, ;

In a larger sense, Thanksgiving
may be traced to the first chapter of
Genesis in the Haoly Scriptures.
There it is written: “In the begin-
ning God created the heaven and
the earth.™

For those who believe God is the
creator, it is appropriate that
thanks should be offered for hoth
spiritual and material blessings.
For them, giving thanks is an ex-
pression of faith in God.

For those who believe that the
earth and the stars originaied in a
cataclysmie acecidential combustion
of cosmic dust, Thanksgiving means
rothing., For them, mankind was
self-created through evolution and
who would there be to thank for life
and lis pleaseres?

Within limitations of human
knowledge and wnderstanding, nei-
ther the story of creation nor the
theory of evolution may seem plag-
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sible. Either belief demands trust in
assumplions that might nol be prov-
able inm laboratory test tubes,

Evolutionists dispute the Bible
story of creation and offer instead
unfounded declaralions such as
“scientists have established that
the earth was horn 4.6 billion vears
age, formed from debris orbiting
the sun.” It has been argued that ac-
ceptance of the evolutionary theory
lliemaruis more faith than creation-
15,

Biblical and secular history re-
cords that both faith and disbelief in
God have exisied on earth about as
long as human beings.

The Pilgrims and the Puritans
came io America because they were
harassed by those who doubted the
existence of God, and by those who
held that government should control
or regulate religion,

Alter they arrived, they [ound
that conflicts in belief and religious
practices had come along, too. They
still exist in America, and those who
claim to have rejected religion and
morality are actively engaged in
conflict with those who trust in God,

The circumstances affecting be-
lievers now might not be as dif
ent from those of the Pilgrims
or three centuries ago as we might
assume. Our right to religious fr
dom is threatened,

Children are being taoght
anti-God theory of evelution
schools, alomg with sopremacy | of
the state and, often, socialism. Athe-
ists attack Bible reading, pra
and religious holidays.

Pseudo-theologists claim
“Grod iz dead!™ and regard chure
as little more than welfare insti

ral world.
For many, Thanksgiving Day may
be only another holiday, devoted
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For millions of others, Thanksgiv-
ing Day is what it should be
time for lamilies to restate
faith in a divine, all-powerful

His benevolence. For true believe
éevery day is a day for thanksgivi

-~



