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Local Terrorism Fight Not us. Task

E TEND ¢ think of terrorism

in terms of big riots, bombings,
sensalional kidnapings and gang
jwarfares.

Those things certainly gqualify,
byt terrorism also shows up as
small-time local erime with disas-
IFOUS CONSeqUEnees,

Following a visit to English and
German police departments, Okla-
ngma City Police Chief Tom Heggy
sda1d he was warned that it was just
a-, matter of time until terrorism
ciimes Lo the United States,

TOne needs only w clip terror and
vindalism stories from NeWS i ers
for a couple of weeks 10 become con-
vinred that the “matter of time™ al-
réady has elapsed. Terrorism has
come Lo Oklahoma,

i dopen or two incidents reported
ofi Halloween, bringing danger or
hirm Lo people and property, might
b matched in a few days by unre-
lated incidents of as bad or worse
mature.

““Ferrorism is a broad term that
could range from threats o oeigh-
bors over barking dogs or roaring
motorcyeles to burning down
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schonis anﬂ some types of political
demonstrations, Many labor unlon
strikes involve flagrant terrorism.

‘Bometimes terrorisis and vandals
may benclit temporarily [rom their
sprees, but just about as aften the
crimes are committed for other rea-
sons, or perhaps for no reason at all.

Hatred, jealousy, revenge, desire
for anonymous notoriety and other
emotions might be causes. Many
acts ol wvandalism - se 1o he
thoughtless mischief *'hg%;e youn-
sters.

Whatever the eause. le-rr'nriﬁ.m,
arson and vandalism are costly and
terrifying in their impact on the
public. Frequently, they are cata-
sftrophic. as were school fires ai
Hammon and Beaver,

Tampering with large construc-
tion machinery in Oklahoma City in-
cidents pgained nothing for those
who did the damage, but caused ex-
pensive repairs and delayvs for oth-
BTs.

Less spectacular and often unre-
ported are such things as pushed-
down mailboxes, cars driven across

lawns and noisy disturbances, same-
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limes followed by acts: uf:w Zeance
Ifvietims complain. [ ’
H{*p!aeemem nf hruk#n

price, and property dubtrn!.r ‘may
be irreplaceahle;

Oklahoma has had few incidents
of big-time ter r-l:ll‘*sm bt we have

major mnsequentu i

In a speech on his trip to
Chief Hegey was correct in
out that aeighborhood ass

mderul Eovernment.
Washinglon agencies wijll
involved in bigger incidents,
wave of lerrorism isn't lh1: big —
yetl!

Small-time terrorists might he-
come big-time terrorists i they get
AWaY with petly gangsierism

Control of local terroribm s a job
for lecal police and loca) coliris, Tt
will only get worse if we leaye il to



