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Smut Rides High W: th Court Back .'Jng

HE Supreme Court of the United
States has made-it virtually im-
possible for citizens to protect
themsaelves and their children from’
daily exposures to obscenity and
pornography.

First, the court ruled (1973) that
“people in different states vary in
their tastes and attitudes and this
diversity is not to be strangled by
ihe absolutism of imposed uniformi-
iy.” .

Then; In a Georgia case (1974),
the highegourt limited the power of
local jurids to declare offensive
books prfilms obscenes.

W‘ de it plain that . . . mo one
will helsubject to prosecution for
the saler exposure of ohscene ma-
terials -unless these materials de-
pict or describe patently offensive
‘hard eore” sexual comduct,” de-
clared Justice William H. Rehn-
gukst.

What is obscene? Webster's Third
International Dictionary says:
“something that Is disgusting to the
senses wsually because of some

tilihy, grotesque or unnatural quali- -

P ,-\.

l"lﬂ"." ls

ty, something grossly repugnant ia
the gemerally accepted norms of
whal is appropriaie.”

Refusal of the eourt Lo establish
workable national standards or to
allow local juries to do s0 opened
the way [or movies, television,
books and magazines o blasi away
atdecency and morality,

An army of 300 angry Oklahoma

* Cityans encountered the frustira-

tioms of battling pornography last
week when they marched om City
Hall with banners demanding prose-
cution of obscene book sellers. They
represented views of many citizens.

About-all they gol was sympathy
and a promise that police would
help them file compiaints. Police
have made token raids since, but
dealers regard such actions as nuj-
sances, nof asshutdowns.

“1f 1 were a poraographer.” a fed-
eral offidial i3 quoted In a recent
pornography rowsndup article in .
Forbes magazines, T would not fear
any city, slate or federal anthority,
Onece you know what the climaté of
law enforcement is, vou can wnder-
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stand how people geﬂ into it
{pornography).”

Buyers of the vulgar materi
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" gist that society must accept poi-

nography as a way of life, regard-
less of rights of the majority.

“The presence of pornogra
evidence of decadence,” wro
thony Harrigan in a 0.5, nd
Council pamphiet. "If Am :
enjoy ordered freedom in tl!&d
based on civilized values, i
have to determine that parnography
is outside the allowable limjts of
free expression.” |

Sen. Dewey Bartlett said of the
1973 ruling: "Something is wrong in
America when owr -Supreme Court
forbids prayer, yel sanclions ob-
scenities under {is interpretation of
treedom of speech,”

It should be politically adsantia-
geous in Oklahoma for publiq offi-
cialz to baitle pornography| bot
smut dealers hold the wpper hand,
backed by rulings of the!'Supreme
Court. '




