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Controls on-Food Curb Freedom, Too

TRUISM of hiET-DTJ' is that who-

ever controls food supplies con-
trols people. Political leaders hawve
a strong desire to control. even In
free countries: '

Political conircl of food may be
stimulated by consumer complaints
" abeut high prices or short supplies.
' Ambitious politicians can hear the
faintest demands for any kind of

control.
po Consumers are looking for solu-
" tions 1o their problems, and they do
not always consider consequeénces
ol the golutions,

Food prices and movement of sup-
plies may be regulated by alloca-
tions of markets, limits on produc-
. tiom, rationing, encouraging or re-
strieting imports or E'Ipm‘t!- and by
wse of subsidies. p *.

. The United Emtﬂ’ rament
bas used all of thes&: ods and
others. The president is considering
pew “voluntary wage-price control
puidelines.” As price controls of
whaiever nature are expanded,
more “food power” 15 centralized in
Washingion. ) ) &
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Surveys have shown cumumer-

suppaort for such actions as freezing
prices or wages, rolling back prices,
controlling profits, restricting trade
and increasing imports.

Froducers of food favor price sup-

ports but not price ceilings or roll-

backs, They do not want export
trade restricted by embargoes or
tarifis, but they want imports held
down.

They also have been willing to ac-
cepl government payments in lieo
of profitable market prices, along
with loans and grants {or conserva-
tion, crop storage and other pur-

“Rising costs can’t be contained
by government decree, excepl al a
steep price in freedom and service,™
sayve Anthony Harripan of the Unit-
ed States Industrial Council. '

The late Chester Bowles, who ad-
ministered stringent econamic con-
trols during WWII, said in 1973 that
controls will work only in a tighlty
sealed, highly centralized ecangmy.

“The governmeni must decide
whai's to I:H: jily m:lunprl a;n-l:l hawe

© falh political power they want o

power . to distribute the necessary
resources,” Bowles said.
Other -officials have pointed
that use of controls to push dow
prices may result in shortages,

t

‘black markets, rationing and loss at

incentive for suppliers to produce,

In totalitarian countiries, [
supplies and prices are -m:-nll'ral]
planmed but they are not necessary-
Iy determified by supply and d
mand or by production costs. Th
are regulated by those in power
perpetuate their*'political aﬂvn -
tage.

Recently, the preslﬂent of t
Federal Reserve Bank at Minoeap
lis pointed out in a speech that
wage-price controls “merely attadk
the sympioms rather than the ca
of inflation.”

. Centralizers cannol acquire or r

less they also acquire comtrol oV
pecessities of life. Thus continuwdg
inflation 1= an aid to their cause, ]
Freedom of the individual can ex-
ist only in a land of plenty,. whrr:[ta
free market operates to distribuje
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