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Freedom Drowning in Sea of Laws

E TROUBLE began when some-
! body said: “There oughta be a
Jaw ="
. Mow we have a law. Thousands,
perhaps millions, of laws, on every
‘conceivable subject. We also have
Lgreat volumes of rules and regula-
tions with full force and effect of
‘law.
» Presamably, these guides and re-
‘gtrictions are intended to protect us

from real or imagined hazards or to.

‘keep us from harming other people
-and our environment.

* We also have a considerable num-
"ber of laws specifying how we shall
‘share our earnings with federal,
.state and local governments, These
“are called tax laws. Some we can
‘gee and some we cannot see, bui we
-can feel the effects of all of them.

© HNobody knows or understands all
‘these laws, nol even congressmen
‘and legislators who enact them,

. Most citizens try to observe
enough laws to stay out of trouble.
But it seems a sizable, growing
number of people find it more prof-
jtable to ignore or break laws than
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io obey them.

We are so swamped with laws that
freedom is drowning in them. Many
government officials apparently
take the attitude that regulations
comes firsi, taxes next, and then
subsidies.

The people are never forgotien, of
course, because thev pay the taxes

and their votes may be influenced

by subsidies.

Political attitudes and platituﬂu
to perpetuate this system spread
rapidly through our multi-media

communications, as journalizta and -3

commentators weave catchy phras-
es carrying political philmphies
into their reporis.

Subconsciously or otherwise; peo-
ple are indoctrinated by the. news
they read or hear, whether imm:pdm:l
ar not.

A good example of how tHi& is
done showed up the other day in a
story about a plan to reduce taxes of
parents of college students by allow-
ing “tax credits.” (Others appear al-
maost daily.)

In this case, the writer said that

granting overburdened parents
peaded tax rellef “eventually would
cost the government billions of dol-
lars a year.

How could that he‘? The gover-
ment doesn’t produce any wealth, Tt
doesn't earn money. All the goverp-
ment has is what It takes from the
people, and much of that is wasted

, All the government produces jis
more laws, more government and
Jarger national -debts caused by

« ¢essive spending. ‘Ultimately, cifi-
¥ are forced to rely more and

ore upon the g-wernment that ¢
trols them.

Occasionally, a law ls repealed pr
amended, but generally laws are
piled on top of laws. A so-called
“sunset law™” which would termin
automaticaily unjustifiable agen-
cies and expenditures apparently is
dying in Congress for lack of sup-
port. !

According to Washington reporgs,
committes chairmen opphse it
cause it would erode their authority. °
Power of the American people
ready has been severely eroded.



