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Rainmaking Clouded by Bureadf;&

ORE than 30 years afier scien-

figts determined that rainfall

can be stimulated or increased by
seeding clouds with certain materi-
als a tederal agency has admitted
that usable technology is scientifi-
cally possible and “within sight.”
- Many Oklahomans have been con-
vinced since the 19505 that this is
the case. A nomber of locally-fi-
nanced weather medification proj-
ects have operaled jn the siate, with
cosiderable BUCCess T

When weather mudﬂi{:aﬂnn first

was proposed, the U, eather Bu-
reay (now the Comifierce art-
ment's National At pheric and
Oceanic Administratjan, or NOAA)

wouldn't tauch it b
The idea wna%ﬂ@ around until

scientisis, agencies.and institutions
discovered thgreswmrher modifica-

tion was- a_@8dd svehicle for pro-
longed, we :"'-'_-‘. ted Tesearch proj-
ecta, 2

© " This muglrl not have been so bad,
; excepl that many of those engaged
in the studies opposed utilization of
weather modification until they ar-

AUg, | 1878

rived at their conclusions or money

rafi out. They took myopic views ol

weather modification at times when
Oklaphoma and other areas were
critically in need of rain.

Operation of Oklahoma projects
has been intermitient, not for lack
of good results but for lack of con-
sistent funding.

Financing of projects by contribu-
tions failed because many who bene-
fited did not pay their share. Efforts
to raise money by assessments
falled because volers opposed new
taxes, however srgall.

Repeated requests for the legisla-
ture to provide state matching
funds for county weather modifica-
tion districts died when lawmakers
got vague or negative responscs
from researchers.

Now because state and local gov-
ernments did not come up with con-
tinuing weather modification proj-
erts, financed and directed by loecal
boards, we may expect [ederal
weather control.

Probably bureauwcrats in Kansas
City or Dallas will have authority to

decide when o seed U!hhomn I

clouds. 4 o
The 17-member .Commapg _

Department's w:.-ﬂ.ﬂler'hﬁud:ﬂ:‘:l HETE

20-year program nf
SOUrces Manugement,:' That N
tederal comtrol oy e
Froposed appmqmtmnﬁ nr"t !
million, later t’p be mﬂrﬂaﬂdﬂ 908

tional rainfall to to ag lﬂus uﬂ 15_
municipalities. rj(q.-q.

In tackling qummun alﬁ‘wﬁ:
seeding, the commiites report gl
“There is nu‘hi':ﬂ%'nh that ﬁmre ases -
in rain nrlmw-'m one drea (de-
creases them inother areas.” Mei
ther is there evidence that haza
ous air polluticmeccurs,

But it is tofl fiad that g;,u;llher _&-
pect of our H b&d}rﬂrte by .
federal by bh‘.'a.me local

and state goverjments hﬂv& not [gs-
sumed I'P'ipﬂnlfhﬁit}" for lu-'nal prog-
ecls. ]

We need mun!' rain, but J:I,EI-[ mpre
government from 'I.I-u:e;hmgmn'



