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CIENTISTS keep trying to assure

ithe American people that it is

impassible to clone human beings,
as has been done with frogs,

The positive manner in which
they make such declarations clearly
indicates that some of them have
been trylng to do so. It does not
stand as proof that an eccentric
with weird ideas about redesigning
%_huwa:n race will not some day

aﬁﬁbd.

.E # ning has been defined as asex-
mal, single-parent reproduction in
whTth offspring have the same
ggn&tic blueprint as the parent. This
may .be a good, practical idea for
raisiang livestock or , but i
use for breeding peopl® immediate-
1¥ stirs up religious, emotional, mor-

. al and social problems.

A book published some months
ago describes a baby boy who was
cloned from an eccentric aging mil-

: Jionaire as his genetie duplicate,

and who is alive and well. The writ-

~ef declares it is non-fiction, but crit-
ies have expressed doubts,

JUL, 2 71978

Human Cloning Multiplies Problems

At times in history, political lead-
ers have become obsessed with the
ideas of establishing races of people
with characteristics of their own
choosing. While he was in power in
Germany, Adolph Hitler made some
attempts along these lines,

That can't happen here, but evi.
dence is on file that certain scien-
tists and bureaucrats lean toward
regulation of familles having chil-
dren for economic or social reasons,

Congress has been considering
legislation to regulate DNA
research, as studies relating to clon-
ing are called. Environmentalises
fear that scientists might acciden-

tally create and spread new dis-

EASES.

Srientists, in turn, are afraid
their “academic freedom”™ for re.
search might be endangered. From
the way the proposed laws have
been booted around, Congress may
be scared of both groups.

5till, Americans have reason (o be
concerned about the possibility that
scientists may discover the secret

of reproduction. If this ocours,

visnalize elening of voters;
would alwiys Cast ballots for
incumben ting what has n
described gg'grnups of Xeroxed
has-beens.™

wrole about aworld in which &
thing was controlled, including

nature. We make the
nature.” This idea is not unkno
America today.

In a recept article titled “The
Cloning Erafs Almost Here,” For-
tune magazige concluded:

“In view of all this, the nofion that
we could produce geniggpes by -
ing geniuses seems rather fangi.\h].
A clome of a great physicist, :
would almost certainly develop into
a very intelligent person, but ger-
haps not into a great physicist — or
even a physjcist at all, or a great
anything.™ r‘l




