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verbs centuries
wisdom of his time. "

Juvenilg delinquency is not new,
and the surge of thefts, burglaries
and vandalism that has ocecurred
since schools closed is what might
be expected of idle youoth.

Much of this is classified as mis-
chief, bécause there isn't even en.
tertainment wvalue for amonymous
youngsters who slash tires, cut gar-
den hoses or push over mail boxes,

Such costly misdeeds reflect a sad
lack of discipline that exisis in
many homes, in schools and else-
where. I leit uncorrected, children
involved may drift into major
&rime.

More than half of all murders,
rapes, assaults, robberies, burgla-
ries, larcenies and car thefis are
committed by youths wnder 17,
Many violators have received little

il

“Yooms and hallways during the past
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moral training,

Al a recent eonvention in DPallas,
& speaker said more than, 60,000
Ieachers were assaulted in class

school yeear. Discipline is very
inadequate. -

While Oklahoma City youngsters

are reported to be “literally carry--

ing off” some neighborhoods, angry
citizens are afraid to report viola-
tors because of possible reprisals.
Such fear is plain terroriem.

Obviously, there are shortcom-
ings in the moral and soclal traip.
ing of youngsters who resort ta
thefts and vandalism to kill time. Tt
might be a natural tendemcy for
them, but it still is the parenis’ re-
sponzibility to teach them better,

Youngsters need constructive ac.
tivities and there is litile work for
them to do. The child labor law pre-
vents them from being employed,
leaving the burden wpon parents,
schools, churches and community
leaders to keep them occupled.

The public attitude seems to be to

"get tough™ with young offergiSse
but courts still are lenient amd TR
law-violating youngsters - know
Two courses of action are open.

One would be tohold parents|re-
sponsible for damages and thefts.,
Too aften victims stand severe lbsg.
es while youngsters are put on pro-
bation or given suspended sentdne-
£5,

Another eourse would be to ass
youngsters to jobs providin
tion, instead of 1o jail or co
homes., 1T :

A San Diego judge sends teen-
agers caught snatching purses
old ladies to work in convalesce

A child old enough to
commit vandalism is ald
work. ]

steal



