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What Is Farm Group's Future?

By Ferdie J. Deering

Will the American
Agriculture Movement
(AAM) become institu-
tionalized and begin fo
work
through established
chunnels for tradition-
al goals? Or will sup-
porters attempt to

Last of Series

reach their goal of par-
ity through established
farm organizations?

Dr. Luther Tweeten,
regents professor of ag-
ricuitural economics at
Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, has traced
farm protest move-
ments back to Colonial
times in America. He
exper's the first our-
COme.

‘Usually, protests be-
gin with an effort fo
withhold farm producis
from the marketplace,”
Tweeten says. ‘They
have generally been uu-
successful in these ¢i-
forts because of the in-
dependent nature of
farmers, the . hetero-
geneous structure of
farming and because of
the perishability of
farm commodities.”

Gnee the farmers
have attempted holding
patterns, they turn {o
the political arena, he
says, and try fe influ-
ence legislation to re-
lieve their plight. This
has happened on a
number of occasions.

George Stone, presi-
dent of Oklahoma
Farmers Union, says
his organization began
in 1902 as a revolt
against speculators
who were ‘‘cornering
‘the markets” and ma-
nipulating farm prices.

“Our official name
still is the Parmers Ed-

‘weational and Coopera- -

tive Union of America,”
Stones kays.
always been for 1060
percent of parity, and

ceonservatively .

“We have

no compromise. With-

out help from the estab- -
" lished farm

organiza-
tions, the AAM wouldn’t
have got to first base
either on higher target
prices or on liberalized
farm credit.”

A strong point of es-
tablished farm groups
is that their policies
are determined by
members. *The general
farm organizations
make an honest effort
to find out what mem-
bers think,” says Ken
MeFall, executive sec-
retary of the Oklahoma
Farm Bureau.

Fllis Freeny, execu-
iive vice president of
{ homa Cattlernen’s
Association, says that
organization's officers
and staff are bound by
policies set by mem-
bers..

*Qur officers must be
responsible and act on
facts, not cn emotions,”
Freeny said. This is
different from organ-
jzations without leader-
ship and without
membership.”

Policies of the Okla-
homa Wheat Growers
Association and other
commodity groups are
established at annual
conventions of mem-
bers. ‘

AAM supporters
accused general farm
organizations of being
too much concerned
with insurance. and
other serviges;;Leaders
defend these activities

as wanted and needed’

by member: members
The Oklahoma Farrn
Bureau insurance’ pro-
gram was. lauhéhied
when farmers could not
obtain certain types of
policies at reasonable
rates, said Jim Lockett,
president. Commercial
firms have broadened
their coverage but OFB
members want to keep

their own company, he

added.

George Stone noted
that the Farmers Union
Insurance Co. belongs
to its members “and

.the profits
theirs.” *
The Farmers Union-

are all

formerly operated cot-
ton gins, retax_l grocery
and suwpply stores,
sometimes pooling
crops faor marketing.
The state organization
has disposed of these
businesses, but local
cooperatives continue
to provide some such
services.

The Farm Bureau re-
lies upen its insurance
branch as a ‘stabiliz-
er” to help support
other services, says
Mc¥Fall. It also provides
outlets to supply mem-
bers with oil, grease,
tires and batteries.

A livestock market-
ing service launched in
1970 was closed out
last year after losing
some $339.000. Lockeit
said its efforts to im-
prove producers’ in-
comes by pooling odd
lots of animals and
making direct sales did
not achieve enough vol-
urae to make it self-sus-
taining. :

The Oklahoma
Cattlemen’'s Associa-
tion maintains the
state brand registry
and provides members
with brand inspection
services foc help run
down and prosecute
cattle thieves.

A negative aspect of
the AAM sirike was

that it provided anti-
farm interests with. a
" platform from which to
air their complaints,
valid or not. Incidents
such as loose goats .in
Washmgton, the brldge

blockade at McAllen,
Texas, eggs thrown at
the secretary of agri-
culture, and charges
that farmers fail to re-
port 10 percent of their
income were empha-
sized in news coverage.

A Department of Ag-
riculture study that
was widely publicized
in consuming areas es-
timated that if farmers
received 160 percent of
parity, food prices
would go up 20 percent,

export sales would drop |
sharply, and nearly 75 |

million acres would be
idled.

Political opportun-
ists, many of them can-
didates, aunnounced
support of the strike,
but usually overlooked
other organizations.

Farm prices may
determine whether
AAM will develop into a
stable farm organiza-
tion, with officers,
membership and a pro-
gram. At a national ral-
ly in Oklahoma City in
May, delegates re-
solved “to attempt 1o
gain conirol of estab-
lished farm organiza-
tions at the local level.”

Either course remains

a possibility.

If AAM chooses to
work for its goals with-
in existing organiza-
tions, new members

"‘probably will ‘be wel-

comed. These  associa-
tions are proud of their
systems whereby the
majority of members
determine policies, and
new or different ideas
would not be re]ected
without a vote




SUNDAY BUSINESS — Agri-Business Col. - deering- Ju&& 2,1978 ~p.1 <<

g/ M2y,

By Ferdie J. Deering

Will theyﬁmerican Agricutturé Movement (AAM) becpme insti-~
tutionalized and begin to work conservatively through establishe&
channets,fcr.traditiohat goals? Dr'uitl sunporters attempt to
reach their goal of parity {hréugh established farm organizations?

Dr. Luther Tweeten, regents professor of agricultural eco-

"nomics at Oklahora State University, has traced farm orotest movements

back to c-e-ni"ciomal times in Amemca.!l@ WM %MM

usuaiLy; HFOt@at: % begin with an effort to n#@haiwwthhold

farm products from the marketplace,"” ‘Tweeten says. "They have gener-

ally been unsuccessfuL in these efforts because of the independent

~

~

nature of farmers, the heterogeneous structure of farming and because

“of the perishability of farm conmodities.”

Qn»e f;rmers have aut mpted holding patterns, they turn to the

political arena, he says, and try to influence legislation to relieve

N their glight. This has happened on a number of occasions.

. .
- George Stone, president of Oklahoma Farmers iUnion., says his

»brganization began in 1902 as a revolt against speculators who were

"cornering the markets"” and manipulating farm prices.

"Our official name still is the Farmers Educational and
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‘Cooperafive Union of America,"” Stone éays. "We haﬁe always been for
100 per»ﬁent of parity,‘and no compramfse. Nithou£ help from the
established farnm organ%zations, the AAM wouldn't hayevgot to first
base g%ther\oQ'higher target prices or on liberalized farm c?edifg”

A strong poiht of established-farm groups is that#ﬂaﬁ#-their
vpcticies are detgréined by members. "The general \farm ?%gaﬁizations'
‘make an honest éffort tb find out what members think,"” says Ken
v ﬁ;FaiL,‘execut%ve secretafy'of the Oétahoma farm Bgreau.

§ “E(tis Freeny, é&aaui&wexecutive viée nresidentléffékléhama,‘
béattle@en’s Asseciéti§n, says that crganizati§n‘s officérsraﬂd staff
a§§~bo&nd'by policies set by m§mbers. |
"Our 0ff§cer5'must be responsibﬁe and act on facts,?not on

'

“emotions," Freeny said. "This is different from organizatiens without

“‘teadership and without membership.”

Policies of the Oklahoma Wheat Growers Assacia}igniand other

L, B, " i 1 . ; . ol
- commodity Faroups are established at annual conventions of members.

"AAM supporters accused general farm organizatiohs of heing

400 much concerned with insurance and other services. . Leaders defend
‘hese aetivit?es as wanted and needed by membr members.

The Oklahoma Farm Bureau insurance program was Launched when

farmers could not ebtain.cettain types of policies at reéscnabie rates,
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said Jim Lockett, president. Commercial firms have broadened their
5 % . : i 4 ‘ P 3 :
coverage Lut OF2 members want to keep their own company, he added.
George Stonejlnoted that the Farwmers Union Insurance Company

belongs to its members "and the profits are all theirs.”

The Farmers Union formerly onerated cotton gins, retail
grocery and supply stores, sometimes pooling crops for marketing.

The state organization has disposed of these businesses, Lut local

cooperatives continue to nrovide some such services.
N -

The Farm Bureau relies upon its insurance branch as a

¥ .4

stabi-
lizer'" to help support other services.says McFall., It also nrovides
/ suopply / :

outlets to/f&aay memhers with oil, grease, tires and batteries.

ervice launched in 1972 was closed

s

A livestock marketing

A% ]

out last year after losing some I3 5.000, m Lockett said its efforts

to improve producers’ inconmes bv pooling odds lots of animals and making

3direct sales,éid’@ot achieve enonunh Qoiume to make it self-sustaining.
The'éklahomé Cattlemen®s Assonciation maint;ins the state
brand registry and srovides—members with 5rané inspection services to
fkhetp run down and proseﬁute cattle thieves.
A negative aspect of the AAM strike was that it provided anti?
farm interests with a nlatform from which to air their complaints,

vatid or not. .} Incidents such as loose goats in Washington, the

bridgé blockade at McAllen, Texas, e*é«eggsvthfewn at the secretary
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of.agricutture,‘énd charges that farmers fail to report 10 ber cent
'of their income were emphasfzed‘in news coverage.

A Dé#artment of Agriculture study that was widely publicized
in consuming areaé estiéated that if seawmeefarmers feceived 100 per
lcéné Qf’baéity, food priée? would go up 20 §er cent, ex#ort sales’

would drop sharply, and nearly 75 mitlion»ébres would be idLe#.—IA -
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Potiti;a{ oppoftunists, many of them candidateé,.ahnéunced
xkéﬁpysrt of the strike, but’usuétty overlooked dther orgénizafipns.
’Férm prices may determine whether AAM witt‘déveloﬁyihgé a
2 éfab?e farm erganizétioh; with officérs,,mémbership and a grééram. At ;
a natiomal rally in Oklahoma City,'in May, delegates resoLVéd;?td i

Wetm—

wbemiattempt to gain control of established farm organizations at

;; the Ltocal tevel."  Either course remains ‘a possibility.

‘ If AAM chooses to work for its goals within existing organi~
Wele . - o ‘ ~ ' wow / assoeiations /.
© yzations, new members probably will be welcomed. Thesezgﬁeééégiaaa

¥

lare proud of their systems whereby the majority of members determine

policies, and new or different ideas would not be rejected without a vote.
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