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EEFSTEAK is a svmbol of ac-

ceptable middle class stand-
ards of living. Therefore, meat has
become a target for attack by those
engaged in political shadow-boxing
against inflation.

Barry Bosworth, director of the
Coyncil on Wage and Price Stabili-
ty.fsaid in an jnterview: “Il con-
sumers-took off just 2 or 3 percent
trom the demand side, we'd proba-
blythave no further substantial in-
creases in meat prices. Maybe peo-
plelought, 40 stop eating meat one
da® out of 10.” Many families are
wagah .

t Carter announced

ared, “We have a lasting s
lean beef.”
le want to eat meat and they
wailt to buy it cheaply.
w ans developed a
mwled steall:]s and
Bluders delivered what
¥ because conSumErs

ort-

in meat import g whe .
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In recent years, popularity of
hamburgers and the fast-food busi-
ness combined to boost demand for
ground, lean beef. Cattlemen are
producing more of it

Cattle are moving through
feedlots more rapidly, consuming
less grain, and going to market with
less fat. Large-framed European
cattle breeds have been introduced
to crossbeeed with American breeds
of British origin. These crosses vield
higher percentages of lean meat.

John Tkerd, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity agricultural economist, says
that increasing meat imports to
hold down prices-will tend to deter
prodocers | from ; building: up their
herdsagain.

That is significant, Herd reduc-
fions made during the ecent era of
unprofitable prices resulted in per
capita supplies being cut 1o around
118 pounds of beef per capita this
wear. This is down 11 pounds per
person from the record 129 pounds
available in 1976.

A [urther decrease Lo less than

110 pounds per capita i€ e
by 1980, and thé WU.E. Agriculture

Department has jeted that re-
tail beef prices erage 20 per
cent higher this

Cattlemen camrodute beel herd
numbers rather rapidly by selling
for whatever the mariet will bring.
Then, after they decfde to expand-”
again, it takes years to build back
uptolarger productiog. 7

Even with expa uqtunde Way,

the beef supplp-demand. sityation
may continue to be'tight mmi of the
urnefmmnuwnnr il 3 il

e

Ina re-centlar-publl;hed Worldwide
study of meat animal Winséek In-
ternational Litéstors %te and
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“Increased world populi
increased oo hu}r f
will create aafeim.:%tur ll
more milk, BZ~percent n',.l
and 90 percent fhoresh

meat in the year-2060 1;3
sumedin1970."




