: Farmﬁl:st:nsphght NOthlng New

By Ferdie J. Deering ’

The story of Ameri-
can agriculture is a
long, sad tale of futile
efforts to grow good
crops and sell at profit-
able prices.

In spite of adverse
weather, insects, labor
shortages and machin-
ery problems, farmers
have grown lots of good
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crops and fine live-
stock. American con-
sumers have been well
supplied with food.

Farmers have been
far less successful in
the marketplace. Eras
of low prices seem to
begin with good crop
yields and hang on
much longer than the
occasional intervals of
higher prices generat-
ed by relatively
smaller production.

American agricul-
ture can and usually
does produce consider-
ably more than domes-
»tic and world markets
will absorb at anything
like “parity prices.”

From time to time,
farmers have engaged
in protest movements
to try to break up
‘““boom and bust”
cycles. One of the first
big ones was a massive
populist movement
launched by the Nation-
al Grange and Patrons
of Husbandry in the
1870s.

In 1902, the National
Farmers Union grew
out of a protest move-
ment against low pric-
es. In 1904, the South-
ern Cotton Association
tried to get better pric-
es by voluntary acre-
age reduction. Night
riders tried to keep
farmers from picking
their cotton and gins
were burned, but the
price of cotton wasn't
affected very much.

By the early 1920s,

' state, regional and na-

tienal cooperatives

i were developing, hop-
ing to control enough of _

whatever commodities
each specialized in to
bring about ‘“orderly
commodity marketing
and prosperity.” Prices
weren’t swayed very
long.

In 1929, the Federal
Farm Board was creat-
ed, making loans to co-
operative marketing
associations, as well as
to wheat and, cotton
stabilization coopera-
tions set up to control
price-reducing surpius-
es. The Great Depres-
sion brought the Farm
Board to an end.

The first so-called ag-
ricultural strike oc-
curred in 1932 when the
Farmers Holiday Asso-
ciation blocked roads
to markets and waved
banners urging produc-
ers to “Stay at Home —
Buy Nothing — Sell
Nothing.” Small price
gains ended when pick-
eting stopped.

Another~ national
farm strike called for
May, 1933 was averted
when the Agricultural
Adjustment Act be-

" came law.

The National Farm-
ers Organization (NFOQO)
came into being in the
19506s, encouraging
farmers to hold pro-
duce off the market un-
til prices reached “a
reasonable level.” NFO
sponsored both limited
and all-out holding
actions, sometimes
marked by violence.

‘NFO continues as an
organizatfon, its most
recent projects being
sale of meat and cheese

from trucks at prices

members said were
lower because NFO was
cutting out the middle-
men.

At a convention in
Memphis in 1974, an
NFO vice president ap-
pealed to the 8,000 del-
egates to ‘shake con-
sumers as you would a
spoiled child” to teach
them a lesson. Subse-
quent production and
price trends indicate

that neither farmers
nor consumers re-
sponded very widely to
the suggested treat-
ment.

Over the past half
century, agriculture
has been a major politi-
cal issue and farmers
have received a lot of
action by Congress, al-
most to the point of
making agriculture a
nationalized industry. -

But government con-
trols haven't repealed
laws of supply and
demand, and farm
prosperity for many
still is an elusive
dream.

A California farmer
recently declared near-
ly everyone in his
neighborhood is in-
volved in politics. “We
have to be,” he said,
“because government
is our biggest
problem.”

The current (or
recent) farm strike
called by the American
Agriculture Movement
(AAM) is another pro-
test against unprofit-
able prices. Unques-
tionably, it has attract-
ed a lot of attention.

Tractors roaring
down Main streets in
what has been called a
“mechanized hoedown”
may give an exaggerat-
ed impression -of how
many are in the
parade. Farmers per-
suaded merchants and
suppliers to post signs
declaring suppert of
the strike, and leaders
talked of quick and ad-
equate response to

their demands last

December.

Farm work was laid
‘aside by many as they
flew to Plains, Ga.,
McAllen, Texas, ;and
Washington, D.C., to~
publicize .the difficulty
of making a profit when
selling below cost of
production. Politicians
jumped on the noisy
bandwagon.

Now, political and
agricultural observers
are trying to evaluate

"the objectives and ac-

complishments of AAM
to determine whether it
has a different future
from previous farm
protest movements.
(To be continued next
Sunday)
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The story of American égricutture‘isLa Long,‘sad.tqte aiﬁA
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In spite of adverse weather, insects, labor shortages and

machinery problems, farmers have grown lots of good craops and fine
- wbeelivestock. American consumers have been well supplied with food.
Farmers have been far less successful in the marketplace.
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By’the early 19283, siate,

regional and national coopera~
~,ives uere devetapwng, hop1ng to control enough of whatever commod§~

ties gach specwat1zed in to bring about orderLy 0echommcdity’maré‘

-

.ing.and ﬁﬂﬂﬁpﬂmﬁ*yprosgerity.? Prices weren't swayed !vaery Lang;'};

In 1929, the Federal Farm Board Was - created

4

. maang Leans
to cooperative marketing associations,

as well as to wheat and cotton
7stabit1;aéion’corporations set up to control prica~fedueing surpluses.

,he Great Depression brought the - ad Farm Board to an -end.

7

The f1rst so-caLLed agr1cuttura{ strwke occurred ?n 1932

when ‘the Farmers Hotvday Assccvat1on nLocked reads to markets and

: uaved banners urging producers to “Stay at Home~=-Buy Nothing*{~-$et£

\\\Nathwng.

SmaLL pr1ce gawns ended when p1cket1ng stopped
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Another natxonal farm 9éastr1ke called for May 1933 uas

avermt&é averted when the Agricultural Advustment Act beCame taw.

The National Farmers Organ1zatwon CHFO) came into bevng in
'the 195G8, encouyag1ng farmers to hoLd»produge off the market‘ﬁnti£ 
. prices reached ”a reascnabte level”, 'NFﬂ sponsapedﬂbcthhtimited
‘and eé+8aﬁ atl out holding act1ons, sometimes marked by vzotence.

NFO contwnues as an organization, its most regent.arajezts
being sale of meat and cheese fpom trucks at prices members safd w&fe
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spofled child™ to teach.them‘s»tesson. Subsegquent productfon and.
\ nrice trends indicate that neither farmers nor consumers eap"éspond;g’
very\widety ta-fhe suggested treatment. S : B :‘ff
OQer the past_half century, agrécultufe has been a major
- . e
politiéatrissue and férméfs hua'have‘ﬁeceived a lot of actien by - -~
COngreésg almostftarghé.p@iﬁf of making agricQLthe CY S,
natioﬁatized‘induétry.'
- But gﬁugovérnment controls haven t repeaied LaQs of supply
and iJ damand, and farm prosper1ty for many still is an eluszve dreamﬂ;
A Cat1forn1a farmer recently decLared nearty vv!rune every*‘

one 1in his ne#ghbuwne1ghborhood is 1nvoLved in polit1cs.' "We havev ~

to be,’ he sa1d, “Sveeaw ‘because government is our . baggest problem."

The current (or recent) farm strike ﬁatted bykthe American
Aéricutture Movement CAAM} is another prctesf againstugérafitab£e ‘
rices, Unquastfonébiy,‘it'has attracted a lot of aftentiqn:‘
Trécturs:rcaring down-ﬂain streets in what has beenacakted
é "mechanized hoadown" may ‘give an-{% exa"cerated 1mpre§s1on ef how

many are ﬂjn the parade. e !’rmers persuaded merchants and suppi

‘£0 post signs deciar1ng support of the. str1ke, and lLeaders tétked
./ their /
of m quick and adequate response to theﬁz demands Last Becember.

~ Farm }{ werk Was La1d aside by many as they fLeu ta

ﬁn&e<<




" SUNDAY BUSINESS < agri-biz sol. = june 11, 1978 - page 4 <<
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, $rﬂductinn. Paﬁlficxans gumped an the na1$y bandwagﬂn.
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