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“Hikes Spark Alternate Marlmg Ideas

ETU‘RH of the two-cent stamp
brings back memories for
many who experienced the Great

. Depression of the 1930s. The two-
° centers are in demand to use up 13-
T cent stamps on hand; not to pay for
L delivering letters by themsealves, as

they used to.
Postage rates now have been in-

* creased four times since 1970, ei-
| ther as a result of inflation or as a
- caunse of it, or both.

&

The new 15-cent first class rate is
going into effect just ahead of the

© largest single collective-bargaining

4.

R -

negotiations in the couniry. The
Postal Workers Union involves
around 600,000 employees of the
guasi-governmental Mational Postal
Service.

If union demands follow patterns
of the past, they will absaorb the in-
creased revenue, the Postal Serviee
will continue to run in the red, and

. improvements in services will be
~ small.

Two years ago when the 13-cent

ostage rate on firs il g7
PosStag te on first class mail was:

still new, patronage deciingd and
the Postal Service launched an ad-

vertising campaign urging patrons
Lo mail more letters. Previousty, of-
ficials complained that the tremen-
dous volume of mail made the sys-
tem unwieldy, inefficient and unpro-
fitabile.

Probably the advertizsing cam-
paign helped, because most of us
seem to be getting about as many
bills as ever, even more direet mail
solicitations for donations, many
catalegs and packages of leaflets
urging us to buy anything and ev-
erything by mail.

In many cases, chatges added for

“postage and handling™ make pric-
&5 In loecal stores very qﬂmp&titive
with mail bargains.

The Postal Workers' degotiations

may be helped somewhat by fhe new
higher minimum wage law, because
it costs more to employ alternate
delivery methods. However, postal
officials estimated a yeaf.agp

riers. The rate increase of 36.8 par-
cent.on parcels could boost this pro-
duetion.

The Postal Workers' case might

« profitable businegses in this

'thj:;m SOOMNET.

b that -
- maore than 60 percent o rcels
- were baing delivered by Ft‘i’;ﬁ‘m-‘; %

“lope,

wﬁahm by, expanding use of
systems for fransmitting “electron-
ic mail” A ber of private corpo-

rations hnﬂ""di\relnped ap

"Mewspaper, magazine, b
récord publishers have been
iming ~alternate delivery sys
Business firms are searchi
loasaT eﬂstma;r: to pill their custom-
ETE.

1t they could coordinate thei bill-
ing dates, perhaps suppliers eould
have their own people bring t
tire bateh of utility bills to each cus-
tomer in opk big handful.

Then, with electronic bill-paying
systems already in OpeTd tion, Cus-
tomers could settle the £n:j
with a single telephone o
writi

Or ma:
ourselves ™
necessary?’ before we start writing
and aveid repenting of thin
never should have said in t
place. -



