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OME people have vocabularies

large enough to express their

thoughts in decent language. Many
others resort to profanity.

Pollution of the language — uand
atmosphere — with -blasphemy,
ugliness and profane didrespect for
persoins now is commonly heard on
television and radio, in movies and
in public schools. Business places
and sports events are polluted by
profanity. Books, magazines and
newspapers are sprinkled with
“four letier words,” bad ones.

Teachers say they blush to hear
expressions used by pupils in ciass-
rooms and hallwayvs. Besides imitat-
ing their TV and movie “heroes,”
pupils may be repeating language
they hear at home.

Last Christmas, a Chicago Tri-
bune writer told of a little girl in
Sunday school for the first 1ime. She
listened to the story of the Savior's
hirth anﬁ-‘@gr{l the verse read from
the Bible which said: “And they
called His name Jesus.”

She was horrilied. “Why did they
give such & sweet little baby a
swear word?” she asked. She had
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never before heard the name of Je-
sus Christ used in reverence,

Recently, the National Federation
for Decency monitored 864 hours of
prime time television and counted
1,054 profane urterances, The word
“God” was the third most {regquently
used profanity tabulated

This is hard to understand be-
canse many who use profanity do
not otherwise acknowledge the exis-
tence of God. It is even more diffi-
culi w appreciate when used by
those who profess faith in God, be-
cause the Seriptures clearly prohi-
bit profanicy.

Graffiti has heen transplanted
from rest room walls and back fene-
es 1o T-shirts and bumper stickers.
Perhaps wearers put their diriy
thought on display in order to oifend
larger audiences.

Reliance upon profanity or.ob-
seenities to expréss emolions or ide-
ag might be classified as evidenoe of
personal deficiencies, perhaps a
combination of moral, language and
social illiteracy.
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remarked:
dies present.” Ome of the audience
responded: “There are no i
ihere are some gentlemen hers, and
we'd like an apology!”

Where are the ladies and gentle-
men of today T



