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curfing with alarming frequency
arognd the country. A fow months
ago, arsonists fired the Museum of
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Aviation and Space in Balboa Park,
San Diego,-destroying irreplaceable
historic relics. No one knows why.

Seattle has had s0 many incidents
of arson that an eight agency cam-
paign was launched to combat it
wo years ago. Chicago has orga-
nized projects to curb neighborhood
argon problems. Arson is increasing
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J’stﬂ't‘urﬂmg to & recent report, ar-
son may have accounted for one-

" !'-:_vu rth of all fires in the country last

vear, lor about half of the $4.1 bil-
lion fire loss and for at least 750
deaths. Human lives are at stake in
mast big fires and in many small
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Progress has beep made in struc-
tural design and materials, but fow
bufldings or homes could be classl-
fied as “five-proef,” Modern glass-
and-steel skyscrapers are regarded
by same authorities as being espe-
cially vulnerable to fire.

Arson is not confined to cities,
either, Barns and crops have been
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This writer once observed a car- 3
load of yowng people gaily |driving
down amfighoma h.lghwa teEsimg,
burnipg objects onto dry grass tu 1
5t:=1r vadside blazes.

The J.r never stopped to ses the re-
sult their thoughtlessness.
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