Ferdie J. Deering

Without Numbers, We're AllY

CCORDING to Guinness Book of
Records, the practice of
numbering Houses began in 1463 on
the Pont Notre Dame, Paris,
France.

M course, roads and streets had
names long before that, but presum-
ably peaple looking for a particular
home just had to start out and keep
asking until they came to it

It might be assumed that by now
the practice of numbering homes
and business places is universally
used, - sines itirspecified by law in
maost localities. But there are many
Eaps.

Unless a house number is large
enough to be seen and located where
it van be found, much of the benefit
rmay be lost. Thousands of homes
still use numerals of a size suitable
for pedestrians, rather than for
motorists,

Many of the numbers seem to
have been posted in the daytime, ap-
parently with little consideration
given 1o the possibility that some-
bedy might try to find the number
after dark. Frequently, they are
placed where the poreh light cannot
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possibly shine on them.

Shopping centers and stores prob-
ably surpass homes in the propor-
tion lacking street numbers. Per-
haps owners assume large business
signs are adequate, but they may be
overlook the frustration a new cuos-
tomer may have in locating a store
without a number,

Finding an obscure business num-
ber may be most difficult whers
stores are strung out along a busy
thoroughfare. Small numbers might
be there, but motorists have a hard
time locating them in the midst of
parked ears, huge signs and Fast
traffic.

Street numbers often are adopted
as names for office buildings. This
might not be colorful, but it certain-
1y is helpful.

The size of streei signs used is he-
coming larger and some are being
mounted above traffic lights for
easy viewing. Too many still are in
letters three inches high, facing the
WEOnE way.

Hospitals have reached a genuine
gerviee for patients and visitors by

switching to large numerals for
floor and room numbers, as
big letters tor other dirdEti

People would neéd te
directories, even . if . they )
have phones. The directory gibes us
strect addresses, provides pas}s
codes and tells us where st ]
lecated.

smaller the t:.'pe.
However, the telephone company
sa¥s it iz all right to ecirele
numbers that you might want
again. This makes them easler o
find, unless markings are ohs
by doodles and scribbles, it said.
We are living in a numerable age,
we are living longer and moving
faster, Probably the ultimate i
cgnition of these trends is re
by Don Ferrell in his Lincoln Chunty
MNews, He savs the gip code fof Per-
kins, Okla.. is painted on a sign in
fromt of the post office in nu
that “must be five feet tal),”



