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-_;Decline_ in Morality Fosters Stealin

; ORALITY is & matter of eco-
: omics. The decline in moral
Tesponsibility is a significant con-
tributing factor in rising prices.

_ Failure to recognize rights of oth-
‘ers has, in the past, caused pangs of
Lonscience, loss of prostige, loss of
‘employment, or assessment of Tines
A imprisonment. Any or all of
thise helped to deter potential
thicves, but their influgnce has less-
ened.

Failure of civilization to teach the
Younger generation the importance
and desirability of being honest,
coupled with failure of our legal sys-
tem to mete appropriate punish-
ment for violation of laws, has re-
sulted in widespread stealing.

A large part of the losses are suf-
fered directly by citizens, requiring
cash outlays to replace stolen items.

Even greater losses are sustalned
b business firms. Hundreds of mil-
lifns of dollars worth of mer-
chandise s stolen each year by
employees, shoplifters, burglars,
transit workers or others. Fraud

and cheats add to the toral,

Industries and businesses unahle
to cope with the thelt problem add a
pereentage to cover cost of stolen
merchandize to prices of what they
can keep and sell. The public pays,

Federal laws often preclude ade-
quate screening of job applicants
for traits of dishonesty by legally
hiding their records of arrests and
convictions.

Primary responsibility for the
breakdown in morality must be at-
tributed fo parents, b churches,
schools and our lenient law enforee-
ment system must share the blame

“Thou shalt not steal” is the
eighth of “The Ten Commandments”
handed down by the ancient Hebrew
leader, Moses, Stealing means tak-
ing anything that belongs to some-
one glse.

This commandment, like others in
the Decalogue, iz simple, direct and
veally needs no explanation, It just
needs to be adopted as a standard,
observed and taught.

That it isn't being taught ade-

quately is obvious in this day when
conscienceless people seem o b al-
most everywhere, pilfering
thing that isn't locked, barre
guarded. ’
Local bailders have lost mill

construction sites. This makes h
£5 Cost more.

0il companies and farmers b
lost expensive machinery to thi

pumps, tractors, livestock, ha
ed trops, or whatever they
mave and sell.

tions or car washes someti
pilter chrome fittings, radios
personal belongings from cars |en-
trusted to their care.

When business owners post signs
declaring they are not responsible )
for thefts, customers should beware.
If owners do not trust their employ-
eas, perhaps others should not.

We are paying high prices for gis-
honesty in the cost of merchandise,
and we are losing freedom as pa-
tional morality declines.
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Decline in Morality Fosters Stealing

By Ferdie J. Deering

Morality is a matter of economics. The
decline in moral responsibility is a
significant contributing factor in rising
prices.

Failure to recognize rights of others
has, in the past, caused pangs of con-
science, loss of prestige, loss of employ-
ment, or assessment of fines and impris-
onment. Any or all of these helped to
deter potential thieves, but their influ-
ence has lessened.

Failure of civilization to teach the
younger generation the importance and
desirability of being honest, coupled with
failure of our legal system to mete ap-
propriate punishment for violation of
laws, has resulted in widespread stealing.

A large part of the losses are suffered
directly by citizens, requiring cash out-
lays to replace stolen items.

Even greater losses are sustained by
business firms. Hundreds of millions of
dollars worth of merchandise is stolen
each year by employees, shoplifters,
burglars, transit workers or others. Fraud
and cheats add to the total.

Industries and businesses unable to
cope with the theft problem add a per-

centage to cover costs of stolen merchan-
dise to prices of what they can keep and
sell. The public pays.

Federal laws often preclude adequate
screening of job applicants for traits of
dishonesty by legally hiding their records
of arrests and convictions.

Primary responsibility for the break-
down in morality must be attributed to
parents, but churches, schools and our
lenient law enforcement system must
share the blame.

“Thou shalt not steal” is the eighth of
“The Ten Commandments” handed
down by the ancient Hebrew leader,
Moses. Stealing means taking anything
that belongs to someone else.

This commandment, like others in
the Decalogue, is simple, direct and
really needs no explanation. It just needs
to be adopted as a standard, observed

The author is a well-known Baptist layman, is a
member of board of directors of the Baptist Foun-
dation of QOklahoma, is the former editor of THE
FARMER STOCKMAN and is the author of two
significant books. Now living in semi-retirement, he
prepares three special columns weekly for the edi-
terial page of the DAILY OKLAHOMAN and car-
ries on many other writing assignments and speak-
ing engagements. He and his wife live in Oklahoma
City and are members of Nichols Hills Baptist
Church there.

and taught.

That it isn’t being taught adequately
is obvious in this day when conscience-
iess people seem.to be almost everywhere,
pilfering anything that isn’t locked,
barred or guarded.

Local builders have lost millions of
dollars in materials stolen from construc-
tion sites. This makes houses cost more.

Oil companies and farmers have lost
expensive machinery to thieves who also
grab trucks, road graders, pumps, trac-
tors, livestock, harvested crops, or what-
ever they can move and sell.

Attendants at garages, filling stations
or car washes sometimes pilfer chrome
fittings, radios and personal belongings
from cars entrusted to their care.

When business owners post signs de-
claring they are mnot responsible for
thefts, customers should beware. If own-
ers do not trust their employees, perhaps
others should not.

We are paying high prices for dishon-
esty in the cost of merchandise, and we
are losing freedom as national morality
declines.
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