Ferdie J. Deering

A scientist has figured out that
the human brain, at maturity,
consists of one billion nerve cells.
He said 10,000 of these die each day,
without repiacement, which might

explain our declining ability to re-

call names and faces.

Doectors at Tulane University
have been experimenting with
“brain pacemakers” to siabilize
mentally disturbed patients. Else-
‘Where, efforts are being made to de-
velop chemicals to enabie people to
adjust their capabilities and moods
with drugs.

Undoubtedly, more is known
about the human brain today than
ever before, but researchers readily
admit that they have explored only
the very edges of our organ of think-
ing that distinguishes man from

. lower animals. The degree to which
a person utilizes his power of
thought distinguishes him or her
from other people.

S0 far, no explanation has been
advanced as io why someone with
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Few Persons Use Brains to Capacn‘y_

little formal education may be gift-
ed with generous amounts of “com-
mon sense,” or logical thinking,
while such talent may be lacking in
another, highly educated person.

It is not known, either, why citi-
zens so frequently will select people
with obvious deficiencies in “horse
sense” to serve as lawmakers, judg-
es and publie officials,

Many people fastidiously regulate

.amounts and kinds of foods they eat,

lest something cause malfunction of
the digestive system or the body.
Yet, the same individuals may make
no effort to screen what they hear,
see or read.

The stuff that people feed their
minds may be far more contaminat-
ing tham anything they feed their
bodies, but the foul effects of por-
nography, profanity and triviality
are ignored.

"It is not junk food that endan-
gers us; it is junk talk,” Herbert
Stein, former economic adviser to
presidents, wrote a few months ago.

i

“Junk talk not only provuies no food
for thought; it displaces discussion
that might be nourishing.”

Probably few people uge eir
brains to capacity. The noted ediica-
tor, Dr. Albert Edward Wiggam,
said: “By practicing mental arith-
metic 20 minutes a day for 20 days; -
adults can more than double their
ability to calculate. By the same
token, creative exerc1se can re
for us much of the imaginative
er we have lost through neglect.”{
Thomas J. Watson gainéd fame
his business machines and he a
to his fame by his one-word m
“THINK! A lot of the plaques
still hanging around. If pe
would dust them off and start thi
ing logically, many of the wo
problems might be solved, suc
energy, employment, inflation,
government and so on.

In light of thinking being ap
in these and other areas, one m
easily assume ‘that “horse se
went out of existence when auto
biles took over the highways.
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Dear Six:

J never fail #o read your column in The Daily Oklahoman and the
one March 7, 1978 interested me more than wsual. J would like to
give you my explaination for your queostion as io why someone
with Little foamal education may be gifted with more intelli-
gence than oomeone who 4o highly educated.

flany do not know and the few who do know forget, at Zimeo, that
our consciows mind 46 a date Uloomer in human affairs. The sub-
conecious mind served Life for many millionos of yearo before man
acquired the lig head, brain and conecious mind. During the time
that the sub-conecious mind ruled the zoost, Life was very hard
on dim wits; split second decisions were necessary, Aif death
were to be avoided. The acquisdition of this Uig head and lbrain
served largely as excess baggage and the conocious mind played a
minoa part Ain man'es 4Life until about ten thousand years ago, when
changing conditions forced men, Ain some parts of the earth, 4inte
farwning. This marked the Leginning of the conocious mind'e aocen-
dency and the appearance of human parasites; the omart guys who
dreamed up religions, piiesthoods, royalties and other diversions
that enaliled them 1o avoid honest labor and to live at the ex-
pense of thelr sweaty lrethren.

Thie consciows mind 4s a flawed instrument; it 4s the mind that
makes history and remembering Gilbon's definition of history as
being Little more than the register of the cuimes, {fodllies and
miofortunes of mankind, we must judge that this mind has a poor
track record. Thioe 4is the mind for which humanity cets up school
systems and spende 4ite money lavishly supporting, trying by this
process to train their young, with zeosultes that, 4in our case,
become progresoively more unsatisfactory.

In my opinion, which lacks a hell of a Lot of being humble,
schools do one of two jobs weld, albove all oithers: T they do not
kill the curiosity of the child with an active, inguiring mind,
(if that job wasen'it done at home, belorehand) they bore him al-
most to idiocy. War is held, according to Shewman, but loredom
has 4its hedlioh aspects, £00.

Shortly atter J left high school, J worked {for a man who had
Little more than a grade schaol education, who taught me how to
woe my oub-conscious mind in solving some of the prollems we had
in our work. Years dlater,J read an article in The Scientific
American, by a French mathematician, Henrd Poincare, who used
his sub-conascious mind to solve osome of his prolblems, in much
the same way. This mind and 4ite use 4s taught in no ochool of
which J've heard. The possessors of good minds of thie sort are
accused by the scholarly of using hunch and guesowork.




iy association with ithe dearned has leen limited and the intell-
igence of that small sampling did not dimpress me. J am 4impressed
with the dintelligence of my father and of my associates, over
the years, who had or have {ittle formal schooling, but did have
generous amounts of common sense.

The difference between these two groups, 4o this: e {ive 4in an
age of specializaition, 4n which the possessor of a high JQ 4s apt
ito be trained to his Limit, at the expense of his sulb-conscious
mind, This training produces an individual whose view of this
wordd 4s natrzow and deep, more often than not.

The 4individual who used to quit ochool to avodid lorzedom ox,
sdince compulsory schooling 4o the order of the day, does not al-
low school to bLore him, but who attends 4o his own education by
reading, {for example, has a wider and, prolalily, more shallow
view of the world. They have a mind which the computer imitates;
it can gather, otore, correlate, and retrieve information. Cf
course, this mind has the same flaw as the computer, stated by
ites adepts as, "garbage in - garbage ocut'. But when its poossess-
or Lo not biased, but open minded, he makes dogical deciesions
faster and faces reality more readily than hie learned lrothexr.

Javin Cobl todd a otory of a young fedlow, a candidate {for the
bar, which iddustrates the flaw in the minds of many of the
learned., hen this young fellow appeared for hies lbar examin-
ation, the examiner {found out quickdy that he had no knowledge
of Blackotone's Commentaries or Coke's JTnstitutes and the exam-
iner demand 40 know how he had prepared himsell for the Llaw.
The Lad proudly announced that he had practically memorized the
Reudised Statutes of the State of XKentucky. The examiner mulled
this information, for a moment, and said, "Son there 4s one
thing wrong with your knowledge of the law. The legislature may
meet next year and repeal every damned thing you know”.

Such 4o the fate of many highly trained ospecialists. Advances
in knowledge, which cross the lines of several disciplines, may
repeal every damned thing they know, but, by their actions, one
is ded to believe that the knowledge in their disciplines 4s
written on tablets of otone. Hedl hath no fury Like that of
authorities whose hard won, cheriohed knowledge 4o conosidered
nonsense. They persioct in errorn until their credilility 4o dam~
aged and they defend their positions with all of the fury of
the medieval papacy when ite infadlilility was questioned.

Witness, 4in recent times, Spengler with ithe hieotorians and Uel-
ikovoky with the astronomers.
Yours trudy,
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