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Urban Jobs, Rural Life. Combmed

ETROPOLITAN centers are

prowdmg more and more jobs .

for an increasing nomber of people
whao prefer to tive in the count

‘That conclusion is derived
report on population shj

United States, published.in Agricul- - -

tural Outlook, a pericdical of the
U.s.. Department of . Agriculture,
and has ‘been confirmed by person-
al: observatlon in years of travel.
“For 40 years, dzsplaced farmers
and their families have been mov-
ing to town. Now, there is a distinct

trend away from the cities to the =~
countryside, but . those moving in. -

that direction are not going there
ta farm, at least not full time.

All around Oklahoma and in oth-
, er states, housing developments are

tan centers are most affected but 4
many employees commute to jobs

- buginesses and mdustrles 50 or
160 miles away.
The USDA report says the tumg
round is changmg the face Of it

countrysxde and is of major signifi- -

cance {6  agriculture. An obvious

-effect - is. mflation of farm land

" prices. .

slﬁ-mgmg up along interstate and

other highways.

_ %This is true because the automo-
bﬂe makes it possible for workers

td enjoy urban payscales and rural

living at the same time. Counties
immediately adjacent to metropoli-

~from rural

Since 1970, the growth rate in
small cities and rural areas aver-

aged 6.6 per cent, well above the -

4.1 per cent growth rate for metro-

: politan areas.
- -From 1970 to 1975, about 1.6 mil- -
lion more people moved into non-
metropolitan communities than

moved out. By contrast, a net of 3
million moved away from these
areas during the decade between
1960 and 1970. _

Three broad influences cited as
major factors in this change are
reduced displacement of people
industries, increased
rural and small town employment,
and non-money motivations, such

as retxred people seekmg better
places to live,

Many rural commumt:es in Okla-

-~ homa are thrwing -under the impe-
- tus of prallferanng small . indus-

tries. These and: ‘ability to commute
te Oklahoma Clt’_‘i, Tulsa - or*other
job centers are bringing new eco-

" nomic life to most parts ot the

state.

A frequent problem of rapld

growth is inability of towns to deal
effectively with demands for police,
fire and utilities services. However,
the factor. that could override the
momentum is a fuel shortage or
major increase in gasoline prices

"and higher gasoline taxes.

City workers who live in the
country must keep theu‘ cars roli-
ing just to survive. i

They use them not only for- trqns—
portation to work, to school, to
church, but also to bring their ’fami-
lies to shopping centers in:the .cit-
ies to spend part of the money they
earn in town




