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Survey Findings Get Em_barra_ssing

AYBE we ought to put a stop

to these surveys.. They are
showing how .much:we: don't know,
and it's becoming embarrassing.

A short time ago, a Gallup Poll
indicated that T4:pet eent of Ameri-
cans are aware.of the metric sys-
tem; but that only 13 per cent could
give the correct number of inches
ina meter and only 1 per cent knew

‘how many liters are in a gallon.

Just before that, a survey sug-
gested that only half the public
knows that Americans must import
o0il to satisfy our emergy demands

and only 9 per .cent knows how

mtuch. )
In July, a nationwide test re-

vealed that students are not doing

well in geography and. world af-
fairs, either. Four of 10 students
believed Israel to be an Arab nation
and half the semiors could not lo-
cate Egypt on a map.

Last year, a nonprofit educatlon-
al research laboratory tested 1,500
college-bound students in five

states, Oklahomans had an vera
score of 25 points ot ofa s1’b e
100 in a’ test'‘#esipnedrio
vocabulary levels,

Similarly, surveys and studies
have shown what appear to be sig-
nificant declines in scores on spell-
ing, punctuation, grammar and sci-
ence knowledge,

Authorities have expressed opin-
ions that declines in reading scores
have beed due, in pari, to limita-
tions placed on reading vocabular-
ies in texts to accomrnodate slowest
Iearners

The “new math,” whlch was t
'prompted as a ‘vastly 1rn,groved}f“
method of teaching arithmetic, hag' -
largely fizzled under criticism from"

parents, educaters and politicisns:

The lcng-accepted IQ: testsyi rat-

ing  “intelligence quotients,” are

bemg rxpp?ed agart by critics
wﬁg gﬁed tr:-'

School” faxes Have
~pled, or more, on the theory that

the more money We “spénd™on -

schools and the more we pay the

cHEuver

_teachers the better th§3chools will
“be. Surveys do not seem t0 support
“*%his idea.

" What may be 1mplied is  that,
with more - information ava11ab1e
and more extensive means of com-

Jnunicating this knowledge, we the

people are becoming more highly
educated, more thoroughly enter-

.-tained and less informed than pre-
ceding :

generations.
~Ag a Bation, could we pass a col-

"‘lege ’_;- ance test on any subject?

Co 1d we e pass any test at all or any

Such ‘E: test might include exami-

’Hatlon to see if we even know right
frem wrong. Judging from the

number of people involved in brib-

-.ery, cheating, embezziement, rob-
. bery, burglary and other crimes, we

might not pass this test, either.

1t these surveys were eliminated,
we wouldn't find out how little we
know and we'd feel a lot better

- about our schools.



