CURRENT hassles ogver bannmg
of laetrile, saccharin and so-
dium nitrite point up a growing but
large]y unnoticed development.
Phis is political control of science
fe:r political, ob;ectlves

. The thneat is real and ominous.
. The Natiowdyj Science Foundation is
‘a primary source of money for sup-
port of research at virtually all
Igjor institutions and total federal

cputlay for research and develop- -
o, m'ent will be around $28 bllhon this -

year

e ﬂ‘he Senate has approved a pro-
pasal to use federal funds to pay for
stience consultants to citizens’
gitdups and to support ba,sg,c re-
_search at p[‘OfIt mak 3!

o et l_ funds‘qgr‘we gov-
nﬁé&x Yo decide where
brldges w111%e by{lt feder~

e As pqmteel out by’
. his -hook, ““The;
-2dge,” sciermﬁc Aty
rea,;, and it comes in m rent
forms Unfortunately, smentlsts do
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ience

hﬂy may seem to or clabm to have
them, _

: Ziman reviews dlscovenes by
noted scientists which have later -

been displaced by new knowledge.
Earlier findings were valuabl e, but
there was a great deal more to be
learned.

Secientists themselves have not )

been placed in a convincing 'posi-
tion by this fact. Too often the larg—

er body of scientists has failed .to""
~ step forward to denounce fallacious

conclusions based upon shoddy or

inadequate research reported by:a -

few.
This allows scientific specula-
tions to be presented as sciéntific

facts. Writers and communications -

media may be grilty of overem-
phasizing sensational speculations

which, in fact, may be little more .

than science fiction.

Recently, selections of a scientif- ..

ic book club, for example, present-
ed “'the probable truth” concerning
the first three minutes of the origin
of the universe * through its expan-

. sion and evolutwn and “fascinat-
~ing speculations of its far future.”

Ominous

not always have final answers when

‘ing stable.

of proven facts mj
© v @r's into- acceptani
‘as truth. Is it f
_-that your bathr
. existence of the Ipfty ozone? --

.such speculation$

-using federal °

Scientists canlt even predict the
weather very far inta:the future
and aren't agreeg] Among them- -

.selves as to whether sthe earth is -

getting warmer,| colder. or .remain-

Presenting’ thdor

garden fertiliger fis endangering
- ’Add the elempnt of pollit‘-_ics T
and the situation
becomes hazarddus to people. The

e

.Carter administration has proposed”

that -scientists ifvolved in genetic 3
research. be fedepally licensed and j
regulated. Who%'%s next" ‘

Because theit|own projects. are
r_nds many scién-
tists are meekly) going along with
federal plannipg:. and - regulation.
proposals for scie ntific research

When it isl

‘research may attbet o

sonalities and méntai capacmes “of 1
unborn children; the political impli-
cations loonf'largp-and frightening:
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