_.Ferdie.). Deering.

v . &ffice: the Supreme Court,
- Kedin 19747 peversed the corvic-
" tlon of a- Masech
" Wearing our country's flag on the
at of his blueijeans, the flag has
gzn profanel with itnpunity.
‘The majority opinitn of the court
: ‘ﬁ;;id-, “Casual treatment of the fldg
i/ Has become a widespread contem-
“. porary phenomenon.” That opinion
- Hgs made it more so.
- {Our flagihas been i’i%&lked - on,
- dgagged, nsed'.as part %f sobscene
. .déc ratiopsiand publicly burned by
. those. ‘who" induige ‘fn .adult tan-
Atums to attract attention.
i‘-;;frhe Pledge of Allegianée to our
fia --has experianc ad similar deni-
a guftmnﬁﬁgggg glgstant hit when
" first publishéd in Youth's Compan-
lon magazinewin 1892, It has been a
target for _.qzx;:i}:;c%_ ‘ever-since World
ar II. L R

i relfigh

10

ahy sign o

Slen 1) g_lggalg Our country.
+ .+ Like\Wwise[ %he dinging of our na-
. tiong] anthem, "The Star Spangled

chusetts hippie for
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espect by Raising the

Banner,"” is subjected to continuai
sniping. The critics say it refers to
war rather than peace, that hardly
amybody knows the words, and it is

almost impossible 1o sing.

These are superficial criticisms,
The anthem is beautiful and inspir-
ing when played or sung with digni-

-ty. The words can be memorized by

those who want to learn them.

Ot course, opinions differ widely
as to what constitutes good music,
and a considerable number of peo-
ple, including this writer, are una-
ble 10 carry any tune whatsoever.
There are a lot of other current
songs that ought to be abolizhed
before we change “The Star Span-
gled Banner™! ‘

Our flag, our pledge and our an-
them are symbols of our country,
and there are others. In paying
spect o them, we. honar

try and"those.who diad
dom. 'z = Ui
.Dés@r@ﬁﬁn of these’ g
flects attffudes of those yit engdge -
in such acts. Lack. of respect ex-

presses lack of appreciation for

PR |

what America has dong
worid. o R D

When Benidmin Franklin
gested the native turkey be choger
as our fational

would come fof
or “'flop. ;

Perhapg® it ongress were choog- -

ing a nationaidird now, the “greens
back goose™mlould be representa-
tive of the Gre4f'American Taxpay-
ers, an endangered species. Our
lawmakers demand*more and more
greenbacks to feed a growing defi-
cit, ; .
But our flag is something else,
Monday, we wil} ¢celebrate the 201st
anniversary of| the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. It
won't have t magnificence ar
glamor of our Bicentennial, but at
least we can fly|our nation's fiag.
i4Bp governon has vetoed a pro-
,to installl an automatic flag.

* 38l 1o raise anit lower Old Glory at :
thé"Capitol. dirge Americans won't, |

mind 8. little dxertion to indicate

bird, he didn't kngw -*
.that in the 20th century the turkey

- for the

o

their patriotismy, loyalty and appre- -

ciatian,for. their| country. i




