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"HILE the legislature and the
‘Oklahoma Water Resources

Board dawdle, a Texas group called
- Water, Inc., is promoting. plans to
fransport Oklahoma water from
. Arkansas to the Texas Panhandle.

A large part of the water they
expect 10 be moving within seven
years is water which runs out of
Oklahoma. Once it is allocated to

‘Texas, even people in eastern Okla-

homa will have no elaim to it and
will be unable to retain it and ‘use
it.

For years, estzmates of 35 million
acre-feet,- 55 hillion gallons per
year, have been cited to show how

-much water we are letting get away

from us. Oklahomans need this

Many counties are short on water
and municipalities face periodic
water crises. By good management,
we could irrigate more farmland
and attract more industries to the
state.

Greed and misunderstanding
have been blamed as causes of op-
positior to water 1ransportation
plans. Phase I, developed by the.
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water resources board nearly two
years ago under legislative authori-
zation, has not been acted upon and

Phase 1I is not yet completed, possi- .

bly taking two more years.

These studies are only prelimi-
nary, but they could be -used as
structures for Oklahoma to lay
claim to water we need.

Possibly some members of the
lawmaking body are peeved - be-
cause of defeat of a gigantic pork
barrel water: financing and. trans-
portation plan that was presented
in1973.- . -

That bill deserved to be killed,
and it-was; because it would have
usurped autherity of local govern-
mental entities over their water
resources and would have opened
the way for legalized graft.

The idea of transporting water .'

from plentiful ;areas to shortage
areas should riot be allowed to die,
however. Allegations that western
Oklahoma and large cities are

trying to rob eastern Oklahoma of

its water are not founded_or_l truth.
No legislation is contemplated

that would transport water “from -

_ Colorado Ri

" retain " amd+]

any area until requirements have. °

been provided for in the basin of
origin.

Proposals pall only for transport-
ing a portion of the water that now
runs out of |state, mainly via the
Arkansas River. This is water Tex-
ans are planning to pipe to the High
Plains.

We should make no mistake

" about this: |Federal agencies al-

ready have authority delegated to
them by Congress to allocate un-
used water jresources. Once they
give this Oklhhoma water to Texas, .
we cannot replaim it. - : )
Federal couris have riled on this -

.. Question in [the long fight among -

western statés over water from the
T.

ay for i@klahoma to
tilize our water re-
sources is far official action to be
taken at oncg.
If proposals remain in a state of
limbe until gext year, there might
be wvery  litfle unallocated water
running in olr streams. Once it is
gone, 'we may never get it hack!

The fm}y '

A resolutlon designed to protect Oklahoma's

11877

Y MAY
Resources Board has’ estmiﬁated that amount ‘of -

right tc water ﬂowmg out of the state was ap- water would mget the ;‘,@tate 8 needs fpr the next

.proved Mond,ay, by i
House L gt £y
“A commiittes S Siityr
“flon 7 was’ apprOVé%
sSnyder, warned $r7

Hp._Senate and sent to the -

fter Sen, Gilmer Capps, D-
lan under - which Texas

100 years
The re‘é&

é':for Senate Joint Resolu- compr&he@va ‘water plan sho'Ws the eed for de-
' velgpment of “additional wateﬁ suppli S “to meet
the future needs of the state.: *

"A  stateside- compreh(énswe waten plan can

of i'ﬂﬁiﬁ Arkansas, “by-passing

only he developed and implemented if water with-
in the state can be inceniggtably allobated at or
prior to the time of 1mp1ementqﬁon of the pian
Lthe resolution says. !

1
fi'-i\ Oklahoma, Streams, flow into Arkansas or into

‘ ‘the Red River whigh for a short stretch becomes
T the border between *exas and Arkansq,s

' The tesolution affiems the state's })rmr Tight 4o Capps said the U.S. Supreme Couﬂ;{has upheld
+ 19.2 million acre feet annuallv of tHe unused wa- action by California appropriating ufjused water

| ter ﬂ?vmg out of the - s,tate Tne Oklahoma Water from Arizona. N L




