. culties; éxpenses and public gpinian

;-,v,,w@,,_«_., Y e

Ferdfietl. Deenng

ONGRESS has committed at
# lease three major errors re-

" garding conversion of our weights

and measures to the metric system.
The first was fallure Lo adopt this
system about 150 years’ aga when it
began to spread around the world,
: " & devised by the Paris
- Academy of.Sciénces.' Tt was consid-
‘gred’ bt .turned .down. Costs and

. ¢onfusion” would . have ‘been less
. .then 5 5

* The secbnd major. lapse of legis-
Iative responsibility - oceurred in
*1875 when the. Umfed States was

one of .17. natwns which s1gned the.. .
) ter, adoptmg the- 5
-system, Cengress failed. -to “enact
<laws, to put it into eftect, although. -
“an’ 1866 law had authorized-it, Un- -
“cle"Sam sat on a fence that could :
~have been measured in ej

onwmeters

make it: extremely hard to accg;;ﬁ.
piisﬁ ThlS law, mgned by' ;

MAY 2. 41877

declared that “the policy of the
United States shall be to coordinate
and plan the increasing use of the
metric system.”

It éstablished a U.8. Metric

.-%Memc Cohve sion Not Volur!tary

Board to coordinate the “voluntary

conversion.” However veluntary it

might be, federal agencies are issu-

ing regulations that make change-
over mandatory.

Section 8 of Article T of the U.8.
Constitution says “The Congréss
shall “have power to . . . fix the

- standard of weights and measures.”

Whatever is done, right or wrong,
all are respons1b111t1es of Congress.

- This includes burean actions.

< Right now, there may be no way

of converting that would please a

majority of the people. Some con-
sider the movement to be subver-

sively motivated. A few favor im-

mediate mandatary changeover,

..~ while many are outspoken in oppo-
... sition to the metric system.

Until new generations are
breiight up under metric education,
Americans must operate under two

g _ different systems.

Scientists and pharmacists al-

ready have conveérted; while me-
chanics often dre eduipped with
dual sets of .wrendhes so they may
work on either American or for-
eign-built cars. :

Track and field pvents a.nd swim-
ming pools are to'be converted to
meiric measurem nts, but football
fields are to comti
vards long.

Under the law,
is wvoluntary, but

etric conversion -
S bureaus_g issue”
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