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ATS have become national poli-
& W cymakers. Most citizens might
npt -have a rat on their premises,
bt our:lives are affected daily by
hgw rats act and react.

+Ingredients or additives in the
food we eat might be condemned or
banned-by federal agencies if rats
éaqing them in laboratories display

d symptoms of malignancy.

_Factories might be directed by
go’vernmenj: bureaus. to .change
‘their operations if iaboratory rais
show undesirable reactions to
smoke, regidues or other elements
of prodyction.

Medxcal treatments often are
tesied on rats and policies ’ deter-
mined rega.rdmg their use on hu-
mafis. "

2 ongresy, g’as been accused of
ng bi h s of dollars down
ous ““rat holes” to carry out
nai policms, but this is flgura,

¢ that four-footed rodents
i#d share in treasury benefits.

fic American magazing
. .has publlshed a report of siudies on

smce it is not necessarily in-
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fRats Making National Policies

rat colonies set up at Rutgers Uni-
versity by Richard Lore and Kevin
Flannelly that offers considerable
information.

They report that the genus “rat-
tns” is remarkably large, with
more than 400 species. Most com-
mon in woridwide distribution is
“rattus norvegicus,” the Norway or
brown rat. No estimate is given of
total rat numbers, but it must be
huge.

Brown rats thrive on all conti-
nents irhabited by man, the scien-
tists say, and consume anything
and everything that human beings
eat. They also have a comparative-
Iy kigh birth rate.

In addition to use of rats to guide

physical policies for peopie, Lore
and Flannelly point out that psy-

chologists and biologists have
worked with “rattus norvegicus" in
laboratories to study behavioral
and environmental characteristics.

They add that “most workers in-
terested in social behavior:chose to
work with primates because the
social behavior of rats was consid-

ered to be primitive and unmterest- g
ing, with commpnest response of:-
one rat tc anothgr being a vicious
attack.”

Lore and Flan _elly sa1d that, “i ;
its conflict withi{man, raitus norv—: 3
egicus has devpioped admirably -
efficient strategies” to avoid poi-
soned baits. If fdeding. animals get -

avoided by the entit colhny i

Rats seem to Ye shead of Human
beings in this rdspect. People will
go right on eafing and drinking
stuff that has made large nmimbers.
of others sericusly i, obese,haea-
pacitated or diseriented. -Educa:
tion, warnings apd laWS won 't Stop- '
them.

Scientists ma preter to . work
with rats because they are cheaper
to board than human subjects: -

However, most] of us like 1o. thmk
there are basic djfferences between
humans and rals and hope ‘that
even new genetiq research projects
will not alter them. We may have
too many ' people pcumes already
that are determined by rats!
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