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ANKIND taces a crisis that
could prove to be as explosive

"as discovery of the atomic bomb.

This is the possibility that scien-

tists are close 1o discovering how to -

; ¢« conirol types of people to he born.
~ This is a predicted result of what

is called “recombinant DNA re-

search.” It deals with ways to alter

©or regulate genes, elements which
“tell human cells how to make éssen-
tial products that determine our
form of life and individual charac-
teristics.
¢ Such control has been an object
6f speculation by scientists, writers
and politiclans for centuries,
iewed as an approaching reality,
he potentialities are awesome. .
“iControversies have arisen over
:,;_,.whether such research should be
" *continued and Congress is consider-
- ing enactment of a law to turn reg-
“latioh over to a federal agency.
. "Bgcause of ‘what might be implied
in* regimeniation of gene control,
such a law mlght present a hazard
on a par with" presently unknown
diseases that might be created and
escape into the world.
Carl Jay Ba;ema, Harvard scies -

1877

_Gene Research Explosive Cris

tist, said in 1971: “To produce fu-
ture generations bright and crea-
tive enough to cope with increas.
ingly more complex envircnment,
the government will have to decide
what types of people will be allowed
to be born.”

In an informative article on gene

. research published in its Septem-

ber 1976 issue, National Geograph-
ic magazine siated:

“Bome scientists now prophesy
that, in the future, gene manipula-
tion may be used to cure ancient
genetic diseases, and perhaps even
cancer; to prolong life; to create
new types of agricultural plants
and animals, and some 'day possibly
to make significant changes in man
himself.”

Scientists have long talked about
discovery of means for mass repro-
duction of identical human beings,
called “cloning.” This is not now
techaically possible, but some say
it could become a reality within 20
to 50 years.

Such a thought might be repul-
sive to those who regard creation of
man and reproduction of mankind
as the hapndiwork of God, & system

SIS

i 'h man should not
Others may bhe equally alarmed. .
by the idea of federal bureaucrats.
making family life decisions for the -
nation. Joseph A. Califano Jr., sec:
retary of the De artment of Heaith,
Education and Welfare, told a Sen-
ate mrwmtee this month that -
“there is. ne reasonable aliernative
te ro;rmail_pa u_ ger law,” referring -
e research Wy
Dr. Williagm 0 ‘Baker, vice chair-
man of the Pregident’s Committee’
on Soience and Technology, said in
a speech that group would provide

a new gpportunify for the national’ "

commumity of sclence and engineer- - -
ing to be jnveived in federal plan-
nnc

By tar, the hig end of scientific
resgarch depends upon federal
tunding and scienptists are involved
in zméims te thq extent needed to
chtzin appropriations. -They d0 not
hva ina warld aax‘t g




