Ferdie J. _Déeﬁrinig

WE'ARE ‘moving into ‘the third ¥
century of the United States of
America, and an Oklahoma City
businessman thinks we have come
to a fork in the read. We must make
a chotce.

S0 Phil Ewing Gafford has writ-
ten a book describing destinies that
each fork might lead us to experi-
ence. He calls it “Quo Vadis,
America?"” “Where Are You
soing, America?”

The gquestion is appropriate. It

- sometimes appears that the only

people who have a definite idea

- about where this nation is headed

are the socialists, left-wingers and

" reformers.

Many solid citizens, who adhere
to ‘traditional concepls.of patriot-
ism, self-reliance and freedom ap-
near to think that if they stand
still, they won't have to go any-
where,

Millions of othezs do 'not seem to
care -whére ‘we~dre headed. They
are just going along for the ride —
which is free!
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& Gafford reviews
centuries, picturing a gfeat parade
of our accompl‘,&shmem.& inventions
and assets. Then he posés his great
question, “Quo Vadis, America?”
He says “we have traded away
our rights to fiscal acgountability
in government, to reghlatery re-
sponsibility, to self-determination
in matters local and to|respomnsive
representation.”
Gafford agrees with
Hamilton, who gaid, "W
trols man's subsiance, gontrols hig
will," and comments that the will of
the individual to take cpre of hi,m-
self is gone.
Unlike many writers| who \new
with alarm, Gafford proposes.a set
of solutions to some of pur critical
probiems. '
First, he proposes a cpnstitution-
al amendment to prohihit Congress
from putting the country in debt or
appropriating more mopey in any
yvear than the governmeni takes in.
A second proposed copstitutional
amendment would take| away law-
making authority from federal bu-
reaus and agencies.
The third would restore to states
sgvereign powers regarding moralis
and ethics, civil and ciiminal law
and education, and endow  them
with power to proposg or reject
federal laws.
Gafford's fourth proposal would
have io be voted upon py the peo-
ple, because it would | never get
through Congress. He syggests that
state legislatures, rather than Con-
gress itself, should determine con-
.gressmen'ssalafiBs antl expenses.
A f Congress
te six moﬁﬂj& “and, limit terms of
congressmen 1o 20 years.
“Yes, America; we sidnd tod;ay at
a fork .in.the rpad,”

"-“first two

Alexandel
hoever. con-

afforflfcon-
cludes. “To the left is ohe pathway,
enticing at its junction with our
present point in time, but such is
subtle deceit, for it will|lead us into
an abyss of doora. To fthe right is
another pathway, mor restuctwe‘
because ‘of the disciplines it cally
us to remew as we takg it, but one
which will lead us to the mmountain-
tops of achlevement ngne on earm_
has ever known.” :

“Quo Vadis, Amerlca - is a perh—
nent guestion, begcause| our country
right now is making dtcisions that
will determine the rolite we take

. through the third_'-_fc__emu?‘y.
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April 11, 1977

Mr. Ferdie J. Deering

The Oklahoma Publishing Company
P. 0. Box 25125

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125

Dear Mr. Deering:

As with many of your editorials in the past, I enjoyed
very much the one in last Thursday's paper regarding the
new book '""Quo Vadis, America?" It is going in my ''free
enterprise' file which has been growing and growing over
some period of time with material from other ''voices crying
in the wilderness."

There is obviously increasing concern over the direction
our country is headed. One just wonders whether and hopes
there will be concern enough, soon enough and by enough
people.

Thought you might like to have a copy of the presentation
I made last fall regarding the impact of government regula-
tions on business.

Keep up your good work!
Sincerely yours,
L. S. Shealy
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