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Agnculfure Day a Celebration of Amerlcan qumers

&, ByFerdieJ Deerm,,

_tent in'Oklahoma.

‘Agriculture- Day wa%
‘ launched in 1975 by agy

ricultural marketing in-,
| teresty, farm orgamza—
' tions and civic clubs to
 honor ‘those who raise
, our food and natural fi-
, bers.

This year, movie ac-
\ tor John Wayne is hon-
orary chairman, proba-
bly because he has a

| hig appetite. David
\ Bennett, Minneapolis
}pubhshlng firm execu-
tive, Is chairman of the
drive to tell everyone
that "almost every-

thing starts on a,f

farm’ "
; ‘Naturally, the Iecusv-

is on major consuming -

i centery, because that is

\ where social reformers

" but. nd;t’ to any great ex-"!
% 18 a failure.

brg name rather than X

.- have concentrated their

paigns to convince

Amerlcan system.
: :make a profit
through free enterprise

The fact is that
cAmemcan agriculture
Bassucgeeeded ex-
M&y well m prov1d—

(Agrl-Busmess)

ing Iamlhes " of this
country from two to

~three tons of food each

annually, high in quali-
ty, with variety to suit
an assortment of
tastes,. at prices that
arehard to beat.

milifke most averages,
ﬁhulatlons of a year's
#ipply of food might
not fit- any particular
family, but based on
many  interviews, the

U.S. Department of Ag-.

rioulture has estimated

that a typxcal famij,y
2.5 tons of food may. m*
clude: 694 1lb. of mea.t
and fish; 598 1b,¢ of
fruit; 1,136 1b..of daary
products; 1,154 1b. of>
vegetables; 592 Ib. of] :
grain products, and 349 .
1b. of poultry. 7
This food is available:
Jfor about one-sixth’ of
‘thef‘family s, fisposable
incortie, comp,ared 1o
nearly one-fom'tﬁ of its
income, only: 8 quazrter

;pﬁ a centuly ago Food

costs more now, but in-
comes have 'risen fast-
er than food. has gone
up.

It's a shame that peo-
ple in other' countries
can't eat as well, Hun-
ger, undernourishment
ang starvg. n are
¢o jm m e n e many
places, atnd food costs
are steep

It is apparent’ that

.the ultimate ‘seélution to

the :world's hunger
problems is to increase
food output -wherever
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possible and practica-
; ble, and to improve dis-
tribution of food
through trade. J

Agricultural leaders
point out that great
land areas are now pro-
ducing much less food
than could be obtained
from them and that a
number of food-short
nations are producing
substantially below
their potential ability.

Progress made by
farmers in this country -
shows what many other
countries might be:able--
to accomplish.

Fifty years ago, U.S.
farmers harvested 99.7
million acres of corn

an average of $2.37 per
bushel for it.

That's 28 per cer.
less acreage, mr
than double the v
and more than tw’
big a crop.

Look - at wheat i~
Oklahoma. In 1926,”
farmers planted 445
million acres and har-
vested 17 bushels per
acre (best of the dec-”
ade), for a total of 73.6
million bushels.. . The .,
crop brought an aver-

“age’ price of $1 16 per "1

bushel. - .

" Compagisons made o
few 1 B%bs» ago showed
_ that- a ngpop ng&dba‘:l\ct
L of g ‘aoitblining 50
mon 1tems would
cost $252 in 'Tokyo,-
.+highest in the world.
* The same items would
. cost $183 in Stockholm,
$175 in Geneva, $167 in

*Oslo, $154 in Frankfurt, .

18142 in .Pams and $118

Lor the 1976 crop,v

farmers planted?S ¥

million acres, harvest-
ing 24 bushels per acre
from 6.3 million acres,.

got an average of 27 for a total crop of 151.2
bushels per acre and- m1111on bushels. Official -
produced 2.7 billion average price figures
bushels, which they are not available, but

sold for an average
price of 74 cents, ac-
cording to the USDA.

Last.year, American
farmers harvested 71.1
million acres: of corn,
averaged 87.4 bushels
per- acre} pregduced 6.2
bxllwn bu&heh and got

i o

probably were: around
$2.50 per ,bush_el. Farm-7Y

ers insist this is below
cost of production; but
consumers have plenty .
of grain for food and
there's a Iot more.
The story is much the
same for other “crops
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and for livestocl\ The °
Amerlcan story is one
of productlwty We
have.exported vast
quantities of food to na-

of it as.gifts ox on gen-
erous terms. -~
Still, the Ameri¢an

; pecple have been able

I lo eat. well at lower
b oeost than families in
! most” other “eouniries.

n'New York City. The
‘same basket would
Fhave cost slightly less

"the time,

Flashbaeks of news-

paper agis sbow grocer-
ies m a owntown Okla-
'ha Clty market in
99 were #priced at 30
cénté for & peck of po-
F tatoes, 49 "cents for a
pound ‘of butter, 10
cent§ .a pound for T-
bone: or round steak

_and 88 cents for a doz-

en eggs.
~People who recall

such _prices often tend -
‘w&verlook the low .

ga rates that pre-
valled when many
‘men worked six’days a.
wgeek, up to 10 hours a

¢ dg& for as little as $25

" tions that are unablé to ]
' féed themselves, much

aweek.
Corisumers need to

consider their food
costs  in relfmon 1o
what they get il re
- for their own lalr, but
most; 1mportant ‘is ‘the

in Rome and London at

fact ’that we: Ll ve am-

. ple food avaﬂab




