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Ng rioneer days, an unlockeu door
‘was a gesture of hospitality fo
strangers who might happen by.
Now an uniocked door is an invita-
tion to criminals to rob, rape or
vandalize. '

So the custom of unlocked doors |

is disappearing. Locks may not
always stop outlaws, bui they dis-
courage some and could result in
more serious charges against those
who hreak and enter.

Owners aiso are becoming inter-
ested in marking property {for iden-

tification, if found. Use of Social =

Security numbers has not helped as
much as anticipated because laws
prevent tracing owners by these
numbers.

Ancther svstem of property iden-
tification that is coming into wider
use utilizes codes available tg all
law enforcement officers in the
handicook of the National Crime
Icformation Cenier, operated by
the FBL

First numbers in the 10-digit
a}lrkmg indicate the state, the next

;0w the couwty and other numbers
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reveal owners of properiy who have
registered with their local sheriffs.

The system was introduced into
Oklahoma by Jeff R. Laird, directer
of the Oklahoma State Bureau ofr
Investigation, after he had ob-
served it in other states. Ii is being
promoted by the Oklahoma Farm
Bureau and is now in use in 20
counties.

A recent example of how it works
turned up, in a Georgia pawn shop,
a farmi welding machine that: had
been stolen in Missodri. The serial

number had been ground off, but
‘the hidden identification mark en-

bled the sheriff to trace the out-of-
state owner.

Whether urban outlaws may be
taking to the countryside in Oklaho-
ma im greater numbers is not
known, but studies show .this is
happening in other states. It proba-
bly is occurring here, too.

The U.B. Department of Agricul-
ture c¢hserves that more people ara
moving to rural areas, where law
enforcement officials have more
territory o cover. Rising affluence
of residents and improved high-

.«
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ways make isplated rural homes
attractive targets.

Recently, a |study by the. Law:

Enforcement Assistance a,Ad'mms-
tration (LEAA) in Ohio showed an
alarming inecr gse in’ pural erime.
More than onefthird of the crirhes

reperted in the study were acts of -
“vandalism coqmntted by persons

unider 18.
Wide- rdnglné gangs have been
found trafficking in stolen tractors
and other majajr farm equipment or
oil field machinery, to be sold at
bargain prices! far away. Individu-
als or sheriffs would have consider-
able difficulty in tracing such prop-
erty unless it were marked with an
interstate identification code.
QOfficers and prospective buyers
who know wherle to lock can quickly
have suspicious machinery checked
out. This is one moere weapon that
citizens can use in the war against
crime. .
Although it was designed for use
in the country, there does not seem
to be any reasdn why it could not he.
adapted by businesses, mdustrles
and urban residents.




