By Ed Montgomery /

A $2.2 million emer-
gency appropriation fo
launch a five-year, $11
million weather modifi-

~calion program for
drouth-stricken Oklaho-
na was proposed
Thursday by the State

. Weather Modification
Advisory  Committee.
Committee m e m-

bers voted unanimously
10 present the proposal
to-the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board at its
March 8 meeting and
turge the board mem-
bers to present the pro-

gram to-the-legislature. “Vice chairman of the

-The supplemental ap-

propriation for the cur- .

rent fiscal year would
launch a hve ear pro-
gram lo cost $2.2 mil-

lion a year. Members
of the advisory com-
mittee said they were
convinced that the plan
would pay for itself
many limes over in
taxes generated by a
boosted econoniy.

Wayman Cornelsen,

sa member of the com-
‘mittee from Fairview,
. said the proposed pro- .

gram would mean at
least $100 million a
year to the state econo-
my.

Dick Hamilton, Har-
Mon rancher who is

comimittee and presid-

-ed~.§‘l'xm'sday in the ab-

fe g‘?ﬁf chairman Rob-
ert B, Kerr Jr. of Okla-
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homa City, has insisted
on local controls for
any weather modifica-
tion program.

The plan recom-
mended Thursday
meets whatsedyirement
by dividing the state
into nine districts cor-
responding to the pres-
entscrop reporting .dis-
tricts.

Committee members
pointed out that exist-
ing records for the crop
districts would be
handy for comparison

of the results of the
weather  modilication
program with records
from past years,

The weather modifi-
cation effort would be
aimed at increasing

rainfall and suppress-
ing hail. s%?n’e‘%% the

funds would go to hire '

an independent meteo-
rological firm to moni-
tor programs.

Each distriet could
hire its own weather
moditication firm for
cloud seedinz and other
procedures.

The monitoring firm
would have the power
to stop operating firms
fromx seeding clouds

which could produce
dangerous Yresults. ‘Oth-
erwise, any district
could start and stop a
seeding program as it
chose.

Hamilton said that
seeding contracts with
Irving P. Krick, the na-
tion's best known
weather modification
expert, are in effect in
nine counties, although
no seeding programs
have been conducted
since the first of the

-year., The contracts are

with Lawton in Coman-
che County, the. Hitch
ranch in Texas County,
and with groups in Har-
per, Woodward, Ellis,
Beaver, Cotton, Kiowa
and Woods counties.

The proposal calls for
each county to hawe
two representatives in
its weather modifica-
tion district. County
commissioners  would
appoint a rural mem-
ber and the water re-
sources board would
appoint an urban mem-"
ber.

ther members of
the advisory committee
at Thursday's meeting
including Ferdie J. -
Deering of Oklahoma
City, newspaper col-
umnist and former
farm magazine editor;

Paul Hitch of fhe Hitch
ranch; C.R. i\l\den,
Tulsa water suphrin- .

tendent, Nelson Dough-
ty, Altus banker, and
J.G. Stratton Sr., Clm-

ton farmer, :




