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Complete Fundmgj of Propos'e.c.l

Vetermary Teachmg Hospltal Vltal

F Oklahoma is to Have a college |

of veterinary medicine, it
ought to be a good one. If we are
te have B-good. one, it will take
money to provide essential facili-
ties and staff. ]
Oklahoma needs a. good school
of veterinary medicine to serve
the livestock industry, which pro-
duces more than $1 billion a year

in new wealth for our state, asg

well as the large number of peo-
ple who keep pets, horses or other
animals.

There is a college of veterinary
medicine at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, but it is not regarded as a
good one. In fact, the school has
never been fully accredited since
it was founded in 1947. Apprehen-
sion exists that an accreditation
team due to inspect the school
this month may put-it on. official
probation.

Dr. Richard Poaole,. actmg presi-
dent of OSU, says the progress in
trying to bring the veterinary

. school to the level needed to serve
adequately the studenis and peo-

ple of Oklahoma has been une—
ven'” ever since it was estab
lished,

"Within the past four or five
years, we have made enormous
strides toward reaching the do-
sired level of quality and serv-
ice,” Poole said, “through reduced
faculty-student ratios, censtruc-
tion of the diagnostic,ldboratory
and through 1mprovementiof cur-
ricula and teaching materials.

“We are within sight of [remov-
ing the last major obstaile, by
construction of a teachmq% hospi-
tal,” he added. “We. are most
grateful to the governor - for his
support and to the Iegz‘slat}ure for
1976, which appropriated $2.75
million to initiate construétion of
the much-needed $9.15 ;rmlilon
teaching hospital.”

The future of the OSU Co; 1ege of
Veterinary Medicine depends 1o a
large extent upon continued fund-
ing of the facility and its comple-
tion at the earliest possible date.
Officials hope funding may  be
completed within three legislative
sessions. Funding within this time.,
period would minimize the impact
of steeply rising costs, duT to in-
flation. | i

Not all states have schools of
veterinary medicine. Those that
do have accepted out-of-state stu-
dents, with their home states pay-
ing part of tuition costs.

Increasing interest on the part
of Oklahoma students for this
type of training has been indicat-
ed. The present enrollment is 250,
with 60 due to be graduated this
year.

Well-traine@ veterinarians are
in demand, with some graduates
offered beginning salaries up to
$20,000 a year. The American
Veterinary Medical Association
has reported the number of veteri-
narians in the@Umted Stajes has
more than doubled since 1958, to
exceed 30,000k 7t adds that as
many as, ;,500' ‘more may ‘ne need-
ed by ¥t

Oklah@m s ‘at 1east three
tlmes ag.Eny- sdomestic animals
‘aé there are people in the state,

.and f&le healt Zof. the p__que 1s.,=‘.ﬁl'
related to.the ] ealth of anijnals. "

-Aninials neéd doctors,
people do, and complete funding
of this ‘préposed teaching hospitai+”

.is needed to train them to meet
- required standards. -




