. By Ferdie J. Deering
Decreased consump-
'tion of red ineat has

i been recommended by

the Senate Select Com-
_mittee on Nutrition ghd
Human Needs, heafled
‘by Sen. George M-
Govern, D-S.D. 1

This is not the first
 time that the 1972 pres-
idential candidate has
heen observed chasing
pmeculiar ideas, The
committee recommend- |
od that people eat more |
poultry and fish, fruits,
vegetables = and_  grain |
preducts, less fats and
sugar,

There is nothing ?:.
ticularly wrong s:a_
that diet, for those wh™

3&9 it, but the ided
of :.Z:sm it prescrib il
for us by a Senafe com-~
_. mitiee threatens our
i freedom of choice.
LTt might not be taken
| except that

! seriously,
| so many extreme pro-

f
| ;m:.w:mm:mm»mp

! posals have resutted in
# laws and regulations
1 affecting personal, bus-
iness and oonpgc:.#%
affairs - which tradition-
ally have been outside
mo<m~.:3m3 H:H,m in this'
free country. _ |
Somewhat similar,
diet suggestions have
been EL%; by federal

E.eicz 5 With . Ea
power buredus have to
wrile their own regula-
tions, attempts might
be made to enforce
such recommendatinns
almost any time.

The drive of "liberal
regulators' to impose
food control ideas on
the nation is abetted by

health food faddists.

and by well-meaning
people who mistakenly
think we can prevent
starvation in Africa or
Agia by fasting in
America.

Our national eating
habits are changing
rapidly enough under
impact of such thing
as promotions of fast-
food chains, pre-cooked
foods -in supermarkeis
and working house-
wives. ,

A recent predictic
says Americans
spend about 351 billion
dining out this year, up
more than 12 per ce
from the 1976 level.

A study made las
year indicated 132 mil-

lion persons (in a popu-,

lation of 214 million)
eat away from home
every day. It also ve-
ported that the No .w
entree in the restaur:
industry is fried oEﬁ(
on, with five beel cuty
among the top 12 itensz.

wil: -

S S —

 Ham ._cE.wS.s oo
cheeschurgers wer
ranked at the top in th
sandwich category, ag
counting for 56 per cen
of sales in food servic
places. Steaks account
ed for 18.5 per cent.

. hstimates by mea
‘packers say as SEM
s 35 per cent of he
eoE at retail is mm.o:j
Peef. This could .be :
{avorable trend, . pro
viding ocutlets for les
tender portions of dmm
CArCasses. H.ng_ucwmmz
should never be.tough,

Ground meat also i
@,mm:m fabricated ints
eak-like producty
i mmmm under pressurg
zen and then slicea.

?,3.7.‘. ..

tion is mﬁﬂ f to do-

vy riears the end of
lical period of
voexpanding beef

beef supplies de-
a per capita
ey sald we
to mee somie In-
in average beef

comparved  fe

prices,
L1976, mainly in the last

half of the year,
It is not known how
n:ug i, consideration

Finnev gave {5 the re-
dueced Emmrgnam diet .
2 by Me-

q‘:ﬂwa.ﬂm?*

Ghvers,
Fin

cline as the catfle in- .

© National

lion,

Hecord food sales
ve been predicted for
7, based upon a joint
urvev by the Nationa!
;Qégmﬁm Co. and:
Restaurant |
Association. It was esti-

mated that the i«
wowd run te $80
& gain of 11 f
i over 1973,
ALl of this is Impeer-

. %m.ﬁip ::._:ﬁ_.?‘
toof our farm
come Is derived

cales of livestock
livestock products.

Wray Finney, ol
Cobb, president of the
National  Cattleren’s
Association, s

RS

4. The CJT, WAy
e indusity  can . re-
cover its losses of the

. lnst three years and go

on producing beef is to .

have an extended peri- ;
are

od where. prices
well above . operating
costs," he said.
Cattlemen  will tell
vou they have not yet '

~arrived at that point.

Some weeks ago, J. B.
Smith, Osage County

rancher, past president.

of the Oklahoma Cattie-
men's Association and

i

former.. officer of the '

national
told this writer:

“"The consumer,

hasn't bought a.pound
of beef in the last five

vears that somebody

hasn't lost money on.'

In that statement, he !

organization,

included cow-calf pro-:

ducers, feeders, live-
stock dealers, packers,
wholesalers and retail-
ers. None has lost con-
rinuousty, but each has

FEB. 6 _mﬁ

OEL IO \:, 4:_4.}
‘The public in the past

i bas been able to decide

N
I
N

whether to eat beef or
something else, without
direction from a Senate
committee, whose re-
sponsibility may be
presumed to be prima-
rily consideration of
Taws the country needs
“Probably it still is.

If figures released in
December by the De-
partment of Commerce
are correct, consuiners
can well afford o se-
lect whatever they pre-
fer to eat. The report
showed that personal
income rose twice as

! fast as retail prices

‘during 1975  and
first half of 1976
It's time for Oklaho-
ma, cattlemen to gat on
the profit side of ihe

the

' ledger. and it dossn'i

help for public efficials
to iry to steer custone-
ers  awsy from  fhe
meat rountar,
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