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HREE of the world's richest
men have died in recent years—

H. L. Hunt, J. Paul Getty and How- -

ard Hughes. This reportedly has re-
duced the U.S. population of billion-
aires to just two.

They are John D. McArthur, sole
owner of an insurance company, and
Daniel ¥. Ludwig, the nation's lead-
ing independent shipowner. Both are
about 80 years old.

Just how many millionaires there
are is uncertain, Last April, Money
magazine reported there weve
133,400 in 1872, calling this an in-
crease of 144 per cent in 10 years.

Later, Time magarine placed the
current estimate at 240,000 million-
aires, ohirerving mdi ihis is net an
insignificant figtire when compared
to 56 millinn famities in the country.

Tn November, Fortune mageazine
said that, aceording o the internal
Fevenue Service, the nation had
abant 180,900 millionaires. That is
muite a drop, Millionaires may be an
endangered species!

Although Hunt, Getty and Hughes
had become reclusive, possibly he-
cause of their wealth, each obviously
derived pleasure from the power it
gave them and they enjeyed making
more money.,

Just how much they enjoyed what
money will buy is not known.

Hughes' self-imposed sclitude -

prompied one writer to observe:
"Howard Hughes had to die to prove
he was alive." In any case, all of
them left their money behind when
they died.
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Millionaire Endangered S:

Most people would like to have
more money in order to live better,
but not necessarily to become mil-
lionaires. An article in Atlantic mag-
azine stated that four-fifths of Amer-
icans regard themselves as "middle
class."

This was defined asg families
whose incomes are between $15,000 a
year and $32,000, where ‘upper
class'' begins.

The World Bank recently reported
there are now five countries where
per capita income Is higher than the
U.S. average of $7,060. These are
Kuwait, with $11,510, followed by
United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Swit-
zerland and Sweden.

A glohal Gallup public opmmn poll ;

reports that the poorest one-fourthof
the world’'s inhabitants live on a per
capita income of less than 5200 a
vear. Sorne 900 million persons sub-
«igt on $75 a year, which is less than
some U8, skilled workers earn int a
single day.

Cgan  buy

*“3@5?

Last 5-’@31", about 25.9 million
Americans had incomes below the
federal poverty line of $5,500 for a
nonfarm family of four. This aver-
ages to needy level of $1,375 per cap-
ital -

The ultimate test of the value of '
money is what you ean buy with it.
7.8, News & World Beport radked 41
major cities of the world for pur-
chasing power based on hourly pay
of workers. Heading the list were
San Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles
and New York, the only American
cities included in the survey.

‘When it comes to how much mon-
ey you can get for your skills and
services, the United States is right
at the top among nations of ther‘
world. When you consider what you
with money you have
payned, i‘le United States still lezds

the world,

No doubt; it would help to be rich,
hui you don’t bave to be a miliion-
aire o lve v.(‘P in the goed old
U.5.A.l



