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Next to the air we breathe, water 1s the most essential

element of Llife. It is indispensable et oo g —

beyond the mere necessity of Lliving.

The average human drinks four pints of water a day, in
one way or another, but consumes from 300 to 2,500 gallons when
all uses of water in his Llife are considered.

It takes 500 Llb. water to grow one Lb. of wheat, and 500 Lb.
more water to turn that wheat into bread. It takes 700 gallons of
water to remove the juice from a ton of oranges. It takes 700 gal-
lons of water to produce a ton of paper, and we use nearly a ton
of paper per cap1t§4 for altl purposes.
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In 1950, industrial water consumption was estimated to aver-
age Séq@qlLons per day per capita. In 1976, this is running well
over 1,200 gallons per day per capita. The forecast is that by the
end of this century, our nation's water consumption will doubtec&?a;n,
It has been forecast that world population will doubte, or close to
it, by that time, which means our food requirements will double.

The story of man is the story of Water,y adrholgheiato-r—ars
s EFrer— et What we do with our water will determine the

future of Oklahoma. We need more water for domestic and municipal
uses. We need more water for agriculture. We need more water for
industrial development and for navigation. We need more for recreation.

Oklahoma has made considerable progress in regard to water,
but we are at a point of crisis for the future. Our water lLaws were
a shapeless, chaotic mass until the 1950s when the Legislature crea-
ted a water policy committee, whose work resulted in the present
Oklahoma Water Resources Board and many of the present water laws.

Irrigation has developed in several areas of Oklahoma, boosting
crop production and income. Farmers and ranchers have built more than
200,000 farm ponds. The Bureau of Reclamation and Corps of Army Eng-
ineers have assisted in building a number of large lakes. Last spring,
Lake Liberty was dedicated in Pontotoc county, on Colony Ranch, as
the 1776th upstream conservation structure in the state. It is to the
credit of Oklahoma conservation leaders that our state has one-fourth
all such upstream dams in the nation.

Oklahoma gets water from several sources, mainly r&in and snow,
which fillg¢ our streams and lakes, including an estimated 55 billion
gallons of water that runs out of the state each year w1thout being

utilized.
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We also obtain water from underground aquifers, |b—tiidrgegugum

are being steadily depleted as withdrawal rates exceed replenish-
ment rates. They may not last out the century.

The cheapest water we can get is from the skies, and efforts
to obtain more rain have brought weather modification (cloud seed-
ing) to Oklahoma, with favorable results. Because of lack of con- “)

sistent financing, programs have operated intermittentty.'UQQE;At?«aqi

In my opinion, our future depends upon how well we utilize
the water we have for development of our state. At the direction
of the Legislature, the Water Resources Board has developed a pre-
Liminary plan for transporting surplus water from areas that don't
need it to sections of the state that can use it. Fre—pb-ariiagumip-eernr
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The proposed plan has run into opposition from people who
believe that it would deplete their water supplies unfairty. I know
of no one who does not agreg,that water does not become surplus
until after needs in the basin of origin have been fully met. ¥

j;uch a guarantee is provide 4 many objections should be dissolved.

e B L - ébsts of planning, engineering,
acquiring rights-gf-way, and construction of a water transport
system._-Ibéegﬂ%%zé run intt hundreds of millions of dollars and
would take from five to 20 yearsy So—ihitmipoottbomsonsidered ip—iire
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A few peocple, perhaps many people, think that if Oklahoma does
nothing to transport water from eastern counties to western areas,
nothing will be done. This is not the case. Something will bebone.

Inaction on our part will not prevent Oklahoma water from
being appropriated and transpurted elsehwere. Inaction on our part
will result only in our failure to benefit from its transport and use.

There has been a mania in Washington for years to create a
"national policy" on everything. Water is no exception. We have a
national policy on water, and it has resulted in federal agencies
having excessive authority to overrule states on water.

Without going into detail, Fdwlike to point—eut—ehad the Army
Corps of Engineers presently has extensive authority over Northeast-
ern,Oklahoma Lakes and streams, and will receive additional authority
in]1977. The Bureau of REclamation also has authority over certain
Oklahoma watersy s th agencies have powers not yet exerciged.
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Much of Oklahoma, many parts of the United States and

Mxmm other countries are suffering from ctiri critical drouth now.

Except == . .

as a topic of casual conversation, most

people do not seem to be worried. Maybe it will rain before it is
too late, or another solution will turn up in time. After all,
how could the world run out of water?

We can't use up the oceans of water, because most of
the earth's water is not suitable for domestic, industrial or agri-
cultural purposes, because most of it is not located where it is
needed, and a great deal of we= water has become polluted.

There is hope. Comments of state civic and political
leaders in a water meeting sponsored by the Oklahoma Chamber of

e pux3 dacyr op9 n O1CC . .

Commerce reflected a spirit of unity that could result
in action needed to meet Oklahoma's present and future needs.

Not all differences of opinion were resolved, but
expressions indicated general willingness to support wewee workable

A
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plans to conserve, increase and utilize our resources. +Here—gre—
some of the favorable and unfavorable aspects of our situation:

Oklahoma has sufficient water to satisfy our require-
ments, but mo}bLof it runs out of state without full utilizationﬁtKAM

WQ_\W,.
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MORE <K<



W W NTE . e
o > e

Oklahoma has begun studies to transport water to
areas of need, but misunderstandings and lack of adequate explan-
ations to people in affected regions are impeding progress.
Oklahoma has practical Llaws to protect users 1in basins
of oM origin and to allocate water for beneficial uses, but unless
» 3 - M\ - .
a syeesystem for utilizing o our water is activated soon, unused
—— .
resources may be allocated to ehx other states by federal agencies.
Oklahoma laws authorize weather modification districts

to seed clouds to enhance rainfall, but although the ratio of

benefits to costs is high, funding has not been provided.

.. ~ s .
Preliminary pemeemgmbory®™®™ planning is well along for

removing 1impurities from rivers to make the water usable, Ak al
but money is needed to complete the plans.

Oklahoma has built thousands of lLakes and ponds to
conserve water, but great quantities are wasted by citizens who
do not seem to be aware that the supply of water is exhaustible.

Our long range prospects for adequate water are good,
but the immediate outlook is bleak. Farmers are facing critical

times and some towns may have to ration water this summer.
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57a United States Strict Court in Californi
Jin federal Llaw, qves California the right
atsoeg;r for water quality, env1ranment L
0se upon any federal ageney. The

ling is that states are held o

e use of their water resourfes.

ruled that not
impose any conditions
protection, or any other pu
clearly defined effectygf/ih1s
be powerless to plan_or manage fut
e
The Texas/water Development Board” 3
Texas Leg1stature to pass Llawus creat1ng necésgary staff and proce-
dure fOp/?ransport1ng water fram Oklahoma and ansas 1in 1977

o

What these thin 'add up to 1is that unless we g t going to
hance| that

Texas, other stateg,»mey~1%k—§ﬁme federal agency for it an T IT!

/

TuLsa, Oklahoma City and many other Oklahoma cities and\towns
need m6re water. Agriculture needs more water. Industrial degvelop~-
menx demands more water. Our future depends upon our water! JOu
nd.prasperity depends upon our use of the water we hapye!

Oklahoma 1is a younger state than those around us, and Okla-
homa has been exploited as a sort of colony since territorial days.
This exploitation will continue unless we act to provide essential
"elements for agricultural, industrial and municipal development.

Agriculture is our biggest industry, with oil and gas next in
Line, but our greatest resource is our people.

We have exported our agricultural commodities to other states
to be processed and marketed---at a profit to other states.

We have exported our petroleum products to other states to
power their factories and transportation, to build their industries.

We have exported our bright young people to run their factories
and to build up their states because our lack of industries in
Oklahoma meant that they couldn't find enough good jobs here.

In order to grow and prosper, Oklahoma and specifically eastern
Oklahoma, must have agriculture, industries and jobs. These are
based upon our water resources, water that is utilized and not just
allowed to run out of the state as an unneeded surplus.

IN order to accomplish this, we need statesmanship, leadership

and strong public support for an aggressive program of development.
Others profit by using our commodities, our petroleum, our young

people, our resources. Why can't we do more of it ourselves?



