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Poor Nations Néed Crop Increase
To End Dependence on Surpluses

nrHE only real solution 10 the

world food problem is for poor
countries 1o quickly increase the
production of crops and animals —
and incomes — on millions of small
farms, thus sfimulating economic
activity," says Sterling Wortman,
vice president of Rockefeller Foun-
dation and an Oklahoma State Uni-
versity graduate.

The statement is not new but it ig’

significant because it appears in the

summary article of the September

igsue of Scientific American maga-

sine, which features a dozen major
articles on the world food problem.
Stress is on producing more food;
not on ihe much-publicized idea of
dividing up present supplies.

The writers, all recognized author-
ities in their respective fields, are
generally optimistic that the solution
summarized by Wortman is worka-
ble, but they agree that action now
i urgent. Populations are growing,
and time is short.

Among ‘non-golutions” to the
world food problem, Wortman men-
tions first larger harvests in the few
remaining surplus production coun-
iries, notably the United States, Can-
ada and Australia. Other ''non-solu-
tions" are introduction into develop-
ing countries of Western-style,
large-scale mechanized farming and
synthetic foods, such as single-cell
proteins. -

Hopeful signs listed include the
greater acceptance of expanded food

. production as the primary solution,
along with establishment of interna-
tional research centers to adapt im-
proved sorts of crops and livestock
to various localities. '

Wortman says the potential {or
raising yield levels is great "when

fertilization is combined with high-
yielding varieties - and improved
cropping practices.” A new element
is availability of chemical fertilizers
in sufficient quantities for wide-
spread basic food-crop production in
developing countries. ;

Wortman says governments can
take effective action if the wili ex-
ists, and that many farmers {in de-
veloping countries) will adopt new
technology given reasonable oppor-
tunities to do so.

wa functioning network of finan-
cial institutions'' and "an impressive
(hut still inadequate) array of insti-
tutions to assist with technical and
managerial development of naticnal
programs’ also are cited as hogeful
signs of success.

In the same issue, W. David Hop-
per, president of the International
Development Research Centre in Ot-
tawa, writes that it is bard to im-
press on most developing couniry
governments that '‘development in
the first instance should be agricul-
tural." )

Hopper says they tend to preler
such atiributes of moderpity as na-
tional airlines and smaoking industri-
al plants to farm-to-market roads,
bags of high-yielding wheat seed, Tu-
ral credit, cooperatives and other le-
vers of agricuitural transformation.

But as Wortman points out, there
are only three acceptable ways (ex-
cluding theft and violence) that peo-
ple can get food, They may receive
it as a gift, they may buy it if they
have the money or they may grow i,
at least some of it.

Eventually, every couniry must
come to understand that if it is to
grow more people, it also must pro-
duce more food.




