Drouth forecast five
‘years ago s with us. .
We might. have salle- |

'

~pvallable to

viated it . considerably *
by usin knowledge-

In fact, & number of

- areas did do ‘something -

about - dry - weather in’
-sbme years, but lack of.

financing, . intermittent .

‘wet spells, public indif- |

(AeriBusiness )

ference, bickering

among - -sclentists . and .
“officlal - skepticism re-.:

sulted In '’ “Interrup
of cloud seeding

The Great . Plai,,,n 's '
routh forgcast long

ago. by Dr. Irving ‘P.

Krick and other private
metecrologisty 18 hit- °
ting hard in the Upper -

Midwest,

“but  drouth "

also is serious in. other
areas from - ‘coalst 1o

coast. It likely will get |

worse this summer. ’

" Thmely raing produced
good ylelds of wheat in ~
‘meany parts.of Oklahc-
ma, so we ténd to for- .

get that large acreages |
of winter ‘wheat: were
plowed .under 'last win-

ter because of drouth,

In spite 'of sporadic

use of weather modifi- -

cation,  Oklalioma  're-

‘mains one of theilead-

ing states: ‘in.- applica-

tion’ of thiz sclence. At

least & dozen projects
have operated, mostly

paid for by local funds -
and on the initiative of -
small groupg ot citi— :

Tens.

- Sen. Heﬁry Bellmon .
R-Okla., has-three bllls '
pending it the Senate

that “he" introduced . to

advance the ' develop- .

ment and utilization of.
weather modxﬁcaﬁon o

step drouth

‘bility. assigned to the

-apnounced
‘the board's next meet-
Jng on July 13.

- which 18 fine,

Se 7 Bellmon' says

;that what came out of

the committee is not
exactly. what he want-
ed. The bills might turn
out to-be pretty much
what the bureaucrats
want, if the final result .
tles up everything in
Washington and leaves |
out local control. j
Rep. Glenn English,q
D-Okla., has had an:
emergency appropria-

tion bill pending in the |

House since March that -
would help local weath- °
er . modification dis- °

tricts finance cloud .
seeding. It -calls for $5

million to be allocated

through local ‘soil and °

water conservatlon dis-
tricts. on a 60 per cent

federal-40 per cent lo-
cal basls, with each |
‘district making its own
cloud seeding contract. |

. '.l‘he; Oklahoma Légis- (

lature has enacted laws
allowing this, with ad-
ministrative responsi-

Oklahoma Water Re-
gources Board, Howev-
er; the board does not:

take the initiative in

starting projects ‘and:
‘does not decide when to
leed clouds.

Gov. " David Boren
-has  suggested that a:
study be made to devel-
op a.  state weather

modification program, .
and the Water Board is

in process of naming a
new sadvisory commit-
‘tea. It probably will be
following

A masjor obstacle to

_weather modification is
-an . obsesslon for re-

gearch - that prevails

‘among meteorologists,
“They want large sums

for research projects,
except
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that they do not seem

to want any knowledge
used untll they find out
“all about it."

 Many sclentists and
most bureaucrats think
ofweather modification

only in terms of chang- -

ing the climate for the
globe or at least for the
continent. This {s typi-
cal of Washington, but
it is a handlcap to
drouth breaking. The
objective sought is not
to change the climate
but to normalize local
rainfall.

. Drouth may be wide—

‘spread, but it is local
Rainstorms move
across ‘the country but
‘generally rain‘is falling
only along lines of the
~storm  front, - making
rainfall a local matter,
Itoo. ‘ ,
. Farmers are familiar
‘with the types of storm
fronts which -drift
‘acrosg ' their parched
lands, -ylelding only a
sprinkle of rain, or per-
haps none at all. Such
‘clouds carry moisture,
and  effective cloud
seeding can get rainfall
started, usually produc-
.ing useful amounts - of
‘(procxpnatlon This has
heen known 30 years

sl
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" With exception of a
couple” of federal proj-
ects.which used planes
for cloud seeding in the

. Altus -area in 1971 and

1972, Oklahoma proj-
ects . utilized ground-
based electric genera-

tors to release invisible

silver ~ lodide erystals
into  cloud formations.

Results “from both
types. of ‘operations

“have heen observed by

many Oklahomans and,

.in spite of what labora-~

tory scientists claim
anhd bureaucrats argue,
drouth can be alleviat-
ed on a local basis.
without - upsetting the
ecology. ' It - has hap-

- pened many times.

One " aspect of the

‘problem is that no way

has been found to pro-
duce . proof acceptable
to sclentists that rain-
fall has been generated
or increased by. ¢loud
seeding. Skeptics argue
that "it. might have
rained anyway; how do
you know seeding
helped?™ .

The “present decade
of drouth is not expect-

ed to end. until about

1980, ‘and . the way it
looks" now, the bureau-
crats' prolonged search
for a final answer that
would lead to actlon

will nevgg end.




