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mgh of
relief in the 1960s when -hippies
and radical reformers cut back on
college campus demonsirations and
began turning their attention to the
environment. ’

At least, they would devote their
energies toward progress and a bet-
ter world, it was said, hopefully.
Now the same sort of irresponsibility
that burned down university build-
ings is showing up in bur environ-
mental programs and regulations.

Once the movement obtained en-
actment by Congress of broad laws
creating powerful bureaus with al-
most unlimited auihority, whatever
constructiveness it may have had
was redirected to cbstruct progress
or to reduce existing standards of
fiving.

Obstructionism raises many ques-
tions but provides few answers. An
environmental phobia has devel-
oped, resulting in costly factory ren-
ovations, preduct changes and ban-
ning of useful materials, often only
on the basis of nebulous suspicion of
harm.

in a recent letiter, Edwin L. John-
son, deputy administrator in the En-
vironmental Protection Agency

(EPA), responded to an inguiry by

Rep. Ted Risenhoover, D- Okla.,
about the hanning of certain agricul-
tural chemicals used to control crop
insects.

"Mr.
ministrator) pointed out that a care-
ful reading of the FIFRA and rele-
vant court cases makes ciear that it
is necessary to find only substantiai
likelithood uf serious harm to man
and the environment resulting from

continued use of chlordane and hep-

tachlor," Jnhnson wrote. "It is not

necessary to find conclusively that’

harm wili resualt,”

{Trussell) Train (EPA ad-

Under broad rule-making power
given to -EPA by Congress, courts
have held that EPA's regulations are
almost invincible!

Although we are lmporting a ma-
jor part of the peiroleum we use,
federal obstructionism is making it
inereasingly difficuli and expensive
to develop either additional supplies
or 1o utilize alternate energy sources
that are available.

Obstructionists held up buﬂchng of
the Alaska pipeline for years on va~
rious environmental pretexis. Now
they are preventing increased utili-

_zation of our abundant coal reserves.

Many noied scientists and engi-
neers say that industrial uses of nu-
clear energy could be instituted
without uhdue hazards, if prop-
er precautions were taken. But ob-
structionists continue to spread
alarms based upon wartime uses and
unfounded fears.

Their campaigns do not deter oth-
er nations Irom building nuclear
power plants. Indeed, many are op-
erating elsewhere without evidence
of dangers obstructionists claim. If
their fears are correct, the entire
world might be involved should such
an accident eceur. Our failure te
build is no protection.

Likewise, our reluctance to
gtrengthen our military power with
atomic weapons will not prevent nu-

_clear war, because other nations are

building ahead. It only makes us de-
fenseless.

Unnecessary and unwise bans of
useful materials or procedures with-
out due regard for benefits and risks
js not conservation and it is not con-
structive. Many such sactions are

- plain vbstructionism or misuse of
" pureaucratic authority. They are

costly and may preve ruinous o our
country in the long run. '



