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Liquor-By-Drink
Defeat Needed

HEN a speaker, presumably

an authority on alcoholism, was
asked at an Oklahoma City parents’
organization meeting a few weeks
ago, ""What causes alcoholism?" he
replied: "We still don't know."

1f the speaker had given the mat-
ter much thought, he could have cor-
cluded that the cause of alcoholism
is aleohol. It has no other cause. The
National Council on Aleoholism says
that if drinking whiskey, gin, cham-
pagne or beer disrupts a person’s
life and continues to do so, he or she
is an alcoholic. '

This matter is pertinent and cur-
rent in Oklahoma, because a new
move has been announced to expand
opportunities for drinking  through
legalization of liquor-by—the-drink sa-
loons.

A considerable number of so-
called private clubs presently serve
liguor by the drink illegally. Sup-
porters of open saloons are joining
forces with anti-liquor groups to in-
tensify enforcement of liguor laws,
but with wide diversity of motives.

Out of 100 million drinkers of alco~
holic beverages in the United States,
statistics show that about 10 million
are doomed to become chronic alco-
holics. Less than 10 per cent of these
will ever recover. About 450,000 a
year become dereaiicts, or “'gkid row
bums,'" as a result of excessive con-
suymption of alcohol.

Dr. Nicholas Pace, corporate med-
jeal  director of General Motors
Corp., said recently that employees

glng proplems are absent
i am oaverage of 93 days a
year and iliat iheir sickness and ac-
cident claims are four times the nor-
mal. .

The Oklahoma Mental Health De.
partment's division on alcoholism
has estimated that 3 per cent of the
work force in the state are alcohol-
jcs. That is about 60,000 persons.
Who wants more?

The alcoholic liquoy industry often
emphasizes the amount of taxes that
it pays (estimated at $8.8 billion in 2
recent year). It says nothing about
the cost in taxes needed for enforce-
ment of laws related 1o drinking or
about the $15 billion a year attributa~
hle to lost earnings of drinkers, cost
of health care services and property -
damage.

Each year, about 25,000 highway
deaths are attributed io individuals
who drive while under the influence
of alcohol. ;

Unguestionably, one of the worst
aspects of making liquor more readi-
ly available is its effects on young
people. A federally sponsored study
released in November classitied 28
per cent of the nation's teen-agers as
problem drinkers and reported that
youths are starting to drink at ear-
ier ages. One-fifth of Oklahoma's al-
coholics are estimated to be under 18
years old.

Alcoholismy . is rated as America's
third most deadly disease, after
heart disease and cancer. It iz hard
to conceive of a movement to legal-
ize sale of materials over the count-
er to cause additional heart disease
ang cancer.
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