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Ferdie J. Deering
Crime Efforts
An Indictment

HE proliferation of community

crime prevention groups is a se-
rious indictment of public officials
for their failure to protect citizens'
lives and property. It could hardly
be stronger. )

Crime watch clubs, vigilante socle-

ties and mutual assistance associa-
tions are being formed in Oklahoma
City, Mustang, east side, west side
and out in rural areas because peo-
ple do not believe they are adequate-
ly protected by local, county, state
or federal authorities, or by ali of
them combined.
- People are saving, in effect: "Wa
hired you public officials to enforce
the laws and take criminals out of
cireulation, but you're not getting
the job done. We are having to pay
your salaries and then do the job
ourselves.'

. That-isn't the way it ought to be,
but it is. It will continue in that
direction until civilized society turns
things around by winning some big
battles against crime, and many
small ones.

A nationwide Gallup Poll last sum-
mer showed that a record high 45
ber cent of Americans are afraid to
walk in their own neighborhoods at
night. About one-fifth said they do

_not feel safe within the confines of
their own homes.

Yet, nearly every monthly or an-
nual crime report shows that the
criminal element is getting bigger
and stronger. Qklahoma City
chalked up 62 homicides last vear.

Not all eriminals are eaptured, but
there is little reasen for those who
are caught to fear that they will be
confined long enough to cause seri-
ous interruption of their crime ca-
reers. For some, it may be a paid
vacation at state expense.

Lehahilitation is more political
conversation and emotional kogwash
than it is lact. It is too much to ex-

. pect that individuals who have em-

barked upon lives of crime and who
have little concept of right and
wrong or the righls of others would
be converted into useful citizens by a
few months in prison.

Yet, our system is to turn out
criminals we've caught and conviet-
ed in order to make rocom for oth-
ers, many of whom are previousg of-
fenders returning. We may heed a
considerably larger prison system to
do it, but we should gear prison ca-
pacity to the gumbér of lawbreak-
€rs; not to arbitrary population fig-
ures.

By stopping the revolving prison
exit gate, we could stem reinforce-
ment of the army of criminals with
experts from behind the walls.” One
term would be enough for many of
the outlaws if it were long enough to
be inconvenient and convineing.

" Then, to0, when we become seri-
ous abeut confining burglars,
thieves, robbers and killers for long
periods of time, many of those who
may be tempted to commit crimes

‘may decide it is more desirable to

go to work. They might prefer free-
dom to a fast buck, if the latter car-
ried & meaningful penalty in prison.

No citizen is truly safe if he lives
in fear of his life, if his family, home
and property are not safe, and if he
is afraid to venture onto streets in
his own neighborhood. Our present
laws, law enforcement officials,
courts and corrections agencies are
not adequately protecting our free-
dom, and that is why citizens are re-
sorting to "do it yoursel" crime pro-
fection, )
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