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Mékb Use
- Of Colleges

IN a survey to obtain opinionsg to

update its "Plan for the Seven-
ties," the State Regents for Higher
Education have found what appears
to be majority support for the idea
of "closing certain colleges located
over the state,

Such action, if taken, almost cer-
fainly will bring strong objections
from people in areas served by those
schools.i This would be trye especigl-
ly if enrollment at the state's biggest
institutions should he limited, a point
which received stronger - support
than the closing suggestion.

Nel effect of the two proposals
could be a reduction in educational
opportunities available to Oklahoma
high school graduates. Quite likely,
fewer of them would go to college,

Proportions of the 2,374 survey re-
spondents who are oriented to the
metropolitan areas or who are affili-
ated in some way with the larger in-
stitutions were not revealed. People
who travel widely over the state are
aware of significantly different atti-
tudes of city dwellers from rural res-
idents. City folks sometimes consid-
er rural dweilers to he provineial
when their own concepls may be just
as limited in perspective.

One reason Oklahoma has as
many institutions of higher learning
as now exist was that early day c¢iti-
zens were anxious that their off-
spring should have hetter education-
al opportunities than they had en-
joyed. This desire still is reflected in
the growing number of public and
Private colleges.

colleges have provided programs pe-
cullarly suited to needs of the areas,
serving students who could not or
would not go elsewhere, Possibly, if
ceriain of these colleges were to be
closed, local people would find it de-
sirable to replace them with new lo-
cal institutions,

Arguments that transportation and
distances arg smaller faciors than
they were 60 years ago are valid, but
many parents and students prefer
smaller institutions for other rea-
sons. One is that many high school
graduates are not ready to face the
demands and problems encountered
in huge universities. Cost is always a
consideration, and will become more
important.

Many parents and studenis feel
that instruction given in person by
professors in smaller colleges gener-
ally is equal to or better than in-
struction by graduate assistants in
larger colleges, where many profes-
sors are enpaged mainly in writing
and research.

Tnguestionably, programs at
smaller institutions have deteriorat-
ed over the years, as emphasis has
shifted to the more prestigious uni-
versities. A desire to remedy this ap-
parently was a reason for renaming
certain colleges "universities."

The direction for the future should
be to make avajlable beiter educa-
tion for all of our young peorple, from
the lower grades, right on through
colleges and universities.

This would not be accomplished by

. reducing the number of colleges in

an effort to compel aftendance at
bigger universities in order to make
them bigger. It could be done by up-
grading the curricula of institutions
the state already owns, and seeing
that they serve useful purposes. Vi-
talization, net abolition.

Not everybody wants or needs to
go to college, but eolleges should be
available for those who do. We hava
them, and we ought to be able to
find ways to make them useful.

" In many instances, the smaller -
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Mr. Ferdie Deering

Oklahoma Publishing Co.

500 North Broadway

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102

Dear Mr. Deering:

Thank you for your remarks in the Oklahoman on the four- and five-year regional
colleges and universities. B

The notion than an institution has to be bigger to be better is utter nonsense.
Alums of the state's ten regional universities and citizens of the areas

which they serve are not about to sit idly by and permit Oklahoma City to
build up the Health Sciences Center at the expense of the institutions which
serve all areas of the state with quality programs.

At a meeting last week in Shawnee, the Association for Oklahoma Regional
Universities was formed to represent the regional university communities and
to oppose the Oklahoma City proposal. This group passed a resolution calling
for "maximum development and support" of the regional university concept,

and presented its views before the Advisory Council and State Regents for
Higher Education on Wednesday, October 1, in Oklahoma City. I have enclosed
a copy of that resolution for your information.

The metropolitan press was conspicuous in its absence at that meeting, although
the story was covered very well in papers serving these communities. Perhaps

the views of those of us out here in the sticks are still not very important

to OPUBCO, despite the standing room only crowd expressing citizen concern

at the meeting (about 170 persons—-—~the largest citizens group ever to assemble &
before a constitutional board or advisory group on an education issue).

Thanks again for your support.

Sincerely,

Y 3

JOHN FOWLER
Executive Manager
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UNIV. OF OKLAHOMA
MR. PAUL REED, SULPHUR

OKLA. STATE UNIVERSITY
MR. SCOTT E. ORBISON, TULSA

CENTRAL STATE UNIVERSITY
MR. WILLIAM HAUSER, EDMOND

EAST CENTRAL OKLA. STATE UNIV,
MR. BILLY F. McKEEL, ADA

NORTHEASTERN OKLA, STATE UNIV,
DR. ED POINTER, TAHLEQUAH

NORTHWESTERN OKLA. STATE UNIV.
MR. ROBERT WHARTON, ALVA

SOUTHEASTERN OKLA. STATE UNIV.
MR. JOHN MASSEY, DURANT

SOUTHWESTERN OKLA, STATE UNIV.
MR. JAKE WRIGHT, WEATHERFORD

CAMERON UNIVERSITY
MR. FLAKE TODD, LAWTON

LANGSTON UNIVERSITY
MR. Q. T. WILLIAMS, TULSA

UNIV. OF SCIENCE & ARTS OF OKILA,
MR. EUGENE EARSOM, OKLA. CITY#®

OKLA. PANHANDLE STATE UNIV,
MR, JACK L. ANDREWS, OKLA, CITy#*#

CONNORS STATE COLLEGE
MR, ENOS VANN, MUSKOGEE

EASTERN OKLA. STATE COLLEGE
MR. LEONARD FULLER, McALESTER

MURRAY STATE COLLEGE
MRS. MARGARET LOKEY, TISHOMINGO

I ‘EASTERN OKLA. A&M COLLEGE
4R, VERNON YOUNG, MIAMI

NORTHERN OKLAHOMA COLLEGE
MR. HAROLD WEIGLE, BLACKWELL

CLAREMORE JUNIOR COLLEGE
MR. HARRY A. LIVERMORE, CLAREMORE

TULSA JUNIOR COLLEGE
MR. J. P. ARWOOD, TULSA

WESTERN OKLA. STATE COLLEGE
MR. JIM BURBANK, ALTUS

EL RENO JUNIOR COLLEGE
DR. ART HARRISON, EL RENO

OSCAR ROSE JUNIOR COLLEGE
MR, GEORGE JOHNSON, OKLA. CITY

CARL ALEERT JUNIOR COLLEGE
MR. BOB LEE KIDD, POTEAU

SAYRE JUNIOR COLLEGE
MR. TOMMY JURGENSEN, SAYRE

SEMINOLE JUNIOR COLLEGE
MR. TED PHILLIPS, SEMINOLE**

SOUTH OKLA. CITY JUNIOR COLL.
MR. DAVID D. HUNT, OKLA, CITY

OKLA, STATE TECH — OKMULGEE
MR. MIKE NEVILLE, OKMULGEE

OSU TECH. INSTITUTE, OKLA. CITY
MR. RAY WATKINS, DUNCAN
UNIV. OF OKILA,

HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER
DR. ROBERT S. ELLIS, OKLA. CITY

OKLA, COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC
MEDICINE & SURGERY

4R, GREGORY MEYERS, TULSA
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
MR. JACK T. CONN, OKLA. CITY
MR. JOHN E. TORBETT, OKLA. CITY
MR. WILLIAM F. MARTIN, BARTLESVILLE
MR. GUY M. RANKIN, EDMOND
MR. JON TRUDGEON, OKLAHOMA CITY
MRS. W. C. WARREN, OKLA. CITY
MR, WESLEY WATKINS, ADA

#*%President of the Council
**Vice-President
#Secretary-Treasurer

October 7, 1975

Mr. FPerdie Deering
The Daily Oklahoman
500 North Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

Dear Ferdie:

Just a note to compliment you on the column you wrote
recently entitled, "Make Use of Colleges." I think
the emphasis on quality that the State Chamber of
Commerce provided in its statement to the Citizens Ad-

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MR, CARTER W, BRADLEY

visory Council was far more constructive than the half-

baked line our own organizationkdelivered.

Many good suggestions have come to the State Regents in

the course of this study. Just for your background, I
enclosing a copy of a column written by Milt Phillips,
a member of the advisory group. It deals with one of
the stickiest problems of all.

Again, I liked your comments.

Cordially,

CWB:rs

'm

A federation of alumni and other higher education supporters for the purpose of developing
better understanding of the needs and goals of Oklahoma’s public institutions of higher learning.



