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MERICANS would be wise to

be wary of any proposal to es-
tablish a 'mational policy” on any-
thing. The records show that nation-
al policy, in operation, is practically
synonymous with federal control,
¥ood activists are advocatmg a
*‘mational food policy," intended to
cover agricultural produection, nutri-
tion education, and aid to needy na-
tions. These sound like worthy caus-
es, but examination of detailed gb-
jectives and backgrounds of those

promoting these causes as a pohcy".‘

justifies extreme caution.

~ A non-profit institution called
“(pnter for Science in the Public In-
terest" (CSPI)}, headquartered in
Washington, D.C., is an exampie of
how food activists and governmental
reformers are capitalizing on world
hunger to promote-their interests.

Dr. Michael Jacobson, co-director
of CSPI, has announced a national
"Food Day," scheduled for April 17,
explaining that activities will center
on the world food shortage, food
prices at home and quality of the
American diet.

Plans call for teach-ins, pressure
on public efficials to develop food
policies, plant-ins of urban gardens,
church-organized fasls and fund
drives, "development of hi%h school
and college nutrition curricuta which
address political and economic ques-
tions," improvement of food stamp
and school lunch programs, ereation
of food co-ops and fayrmers marke'ts
and "consumer rejection of non-H-
iritious, resource-squangering Junk
foods." ;

It appears that the "national fopd
policy" thev advocate will be pio-
posed in bills to be introduced in
Conpgress;, presumably providing for

enforcement powers comparable to

those Conigtess already has given fo
other 'national policy" agencies.
These include such bureaus as EPA,
which = d@ﬁs with our national envi-
ronfoental quality policy, and OSHA,
which dezgls with our national occu-
patishifitsifety and health policy.
CSP' whas enlisted support of Sem.
LHumphrey, D-Minn.; Sen.
Richard Giark, D-Towa; Rep. Benja-
min Rosenthal, D-N.Y., and possibly
other membhers of C‘ongress.

Also serving on the Fodd Day Ad-
visory Board are Fred Harris, for-
mer senator fram Oklahoma, and his
wife, Ladonna, who is director of
Americans for Imdian Opportunity;
tugene Carson Blake, president of
Bread for the World; Julian Bond,
(3eorgia legislator; Worman Cousins,
editor of Saturday Review/Wc ld;

_porters,

BeéﬁMéyerson and Robert Redford
of New York, and other actiyists.
Direction of the CSPI campaign
was described by Jacobson as 'a
unique opportunity to develop a na-
tional food policy guided by human,
not corporate, priorities."” He said
our current food poliey consists “'of
such elements as a lack of govern-
mental control over giant grain ex-
a poorly publicized food
stamp program, uncontrolied TV ad-

- vertising that 1nduc&s smalt children

to huy foods that are bad for their

“hedlth and rId nutntmn education

whatspever." ik

Presurmnably, TSPI has plans to
change all of this thfobigh a federal
ageney or agencies set"up to draft a
new 'mational {food policy,"”
which would conirol foreign grain
sales, promote more food stamps,
control TV advertising and tell the
public what to eat,

T mmms mmm N e A -

\ A

(ot

dakn



