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Ferdie J. Deering

“US. Law Should Require Criminals
Repay Losses Suffered by Victims

HI United States government

acted properly in retriéving the
merchant ship taken over by Asian
Comrmunists.

Now, let's turn cur atteniion to the
protection of lives and property here
at home. American criminals have
no more right to appropriate things
of value by thelt, fraud or force
from other Americans than nations
have to steal our ships.

Yet, this is happening every day.

Freedom by the American defini-
tion includes the right to own proper-
ty. When the government cannot or
will not protect our property, this
part of our freedom is lost. Our gov-
ernment is not in charge of ihe situa-
+ion. Outlaws are in control, because
it is they who can decide which peo-
ple may live, who may walk the
ctreots  unmolested, whose homes
are safe, and who may retain their
property and their money.

Qutlaws sometimes are hetter pro-
tected than their vietims. A newspa-
per story a few days ago fold about
a man who had some rare guis sto-
lont. By skillful detective work, he lo-
cated the thicf, managed to enter his
home legally to identify the guns,
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lagal search to recover his property,
along with that stofen from gthers.

The thief had eitered the inan's .

home illegally, but the ‘constitution
prevented police from enteritig his
home to search for stolen property
until they had evidence and a search
warrant. -

Another item described a woman
who was beaten by a husky youth
who stole her money. He was provid-
ed with a place io stay, food to eat
and didn't have to work, while his
victim was unable to work anhd was
without funds for food.

The criminal was under no cotu-
pulsion fo restore the woman's loss-
es. Even if he was imprisoned, the
vietim suffered more than the oui-
law did. Thig is commonly the case.

Many welfare and Social Security
checks are stolen, depriving elderly
or needy people of money for food
and shelter. Even if the thieves are
known, they often go iree and vic-
tims go hungry.

Tt has been suggesied that public
funds ought to be provided to reim-
burse victims of crimes, but that is

w0t the best answer. A better way
would be o capture the criminals
and, as a part of their punistiment,
require them to work and repay
their vietims insofar as possible.
There is no way to recompense fully
for Theatings, stabbings, gunshot
wounds or death.

Noevada has 2 shoplifters' law that
requires parents 1o pay all legal
fres, fines and retribution costs to
merchants if their minor children
are caught stealing. This is a good
step, but why not_require adults to
make restitition, alsok ° '

With all of the self-righious ‘cons
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,cern that iz expressed for! the wel-
 fare of lawbreakers by ¢otirts, Con-

gress, legislators, lawyers-and civil

_rights groups, it is time that crime

-victims he givern consideration; also.

Records ,show that criminals fre-
quently cofnif . fliegal: acfg-hecause
they are wiwijlig to werk.=If they
had to pay®baék what thay stole,
plus & peraity, many ¢f them might
find it is easier to work and earn the
'money they want in the first place.




%25 5, 2nd. Street
Purcell, Okla. 7308C
May 20, 1975

Mr, Ferdis J. Deefing
THAE DAILY CKLAHCMAN
Oxlahoma City, Okla.

Dear Mr, Deering:

This 1s commernd you for your aditori&l
in THE D&ibi GK&AEUL&N Tuesday, May 20. The
editorial, "U.S. Law Should Regquire Criminals
Repay Losses Suffered by Victims, éxactly ex-
resses my own ldeas on the subject. To me it
is an intelligent way to handle criminals and
would be a2 more effective deterrent than a fine
and a psriod in jell. The victim deserves sone
help, also. Buch trsatment could help both the
criminal and the victim.

Sincerely,
(DL oo T J270NTE

Alma Lee Marti




