Federal Controls

Tractor Drivers Told to

. By Ferdie J. Deering

The Federal Register
has just published 14 pages
of regulations, including
four pages of diagrams
and nine employee operat-
ing instructions, issued by
the Occupational Saf%ty
and Health Administration
(OSHA). All this is just to
advise that all agricultural
tractors manufactured aft-
er Oct. 25, 1976, must be
equipped with Roll-Over
Protective Structures
(ROPS) and seat belts.

The rules are enough to
make any free American
cry, not because roll-over
bars and seat belts are not
good safety devices, but
becduse our country has
degenerated to the point
that Congress authorizes
bureaucrats to direct us in
such details.

It must be assumed that
the directions are intended
for tractor manufacturers,
rather than for owners, al-
though instructions require
employees to “securely
fasten your seat belt if the
tractor has a ROPS".

Technical details are
given in language not ordi-
narily used by farmers
and ranchers, who might
not comprehend “'static
test procedures'" and 'dy-
namic test performance

requirements' either.

Directions also advise
tractor drivers to watch
where they are going. That
is appropriate, since ex-
cessive regulations of this
type will drive us straight
into socialism, or dictator-
ship, when the federal £ov-
ernment starts sending out
hational policemen to en-
force agency regulations
and rules.

If this were the only
such nonsense coming out
of Washington, we might
survive, but it is only a
sample. Latest outrage is
a drive launched by the
U.S. Corps of Army Engi-
neers to extend its juris-
diction to include every
lake, stream, stock pond,
irrigation ditch and marsh
in the nation.

A satiric dissertation by
Rep. Andrew J. Hinson,
R-Calif., which appeared
in the Congressional Rec-
ord, describes how things
might have worked out if
the world had started out
with bureaucrats. Slightly
condensed, it goes like
this:

In the beginning, God
created heaven and earth.
He was then faced with a
class action lawsuit for
failing to file an environ~
mental impact statement
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with HEPA (Heavenly En-
vironmental Protection
Agency), an angelically-
staffed agency dedicated
to keeping the Universe
pollution-free,

Upon completion of Hig
construction permit appl-
cation and environmental
impact statement, the
HEPA Council asked God
why He began these proj-
ect. He simply replied
that He liked to be crea-
tive.

HEPA was unable to see
any practical use for
Earth since it was "void
and empty and darkness
was upon the face of the

deep."” Then God said;
"Let there be light! "
One member of the
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Council who was active in
the Sierrangel Club imme-
diately asked: "How was
the light to be made?
Would there be strip min-
Ing? What ahout thermal
pollution? Air pollution?"
God explained the light

would come from g huge
ball of fire,

Nobody in the Council
really understood this, but
it was provisionally ac-
cepted assuming (1) there
would be no smog or

smoke resulting from the:

ball of fire; (2) a separate
burning permit would be
required; and (3) since
continuous light would be
a waste of energy, it
should be dark at least
one-half of the time.

So God agreed to divide
light and darkness, and He
would call the light Day
and the darkness Night,

When God said: "Let
there be firmament made
amidst the waters; and let
it divide the waters from
the waters", the HEPA ta-
bled action to allow Him to
file for a permit from the
ABLM (Angelic Bureau of
Land Management), and
obtain water permits.

The Council agreed to let
the Earth bring forth
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green herb, and the fruit
tree yielding fruit after its
kind, as long as native
seeds would be used.

It appeared that every-
thing was going in order
until God stated He want-
ed to complete the project
in six days. He was ad-
vised this was completely
out of the question. HEPA
would require a minimum
of 180 days to review the
application and environ-
mental impact statement.
Then there would be publie
hearings.

It would take 10 to 12
months before a permit
would be granted. God
said: ""To hell with it!"

Spacing Requests

Spacing applications on the conserva.
tion docket of the corporation commis-
sion inciuded: ;

CD 41,058: Marlin Ol Corp. to estab-
lish é40-acre “spacing for he M
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CD 41,123: Paynedinc., to estabiish
é0-acre spacing for fihe Boo Harts
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County; hearing APy 13. 4
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